Western Locomotive Associationiewsletter¢ June2024

Welcome
Welcome to youtatestWLAe-Newsletter, covering WLActivity in May.

What a month it has been, read on to hear all about the HIGHs and the LOWS, we have certainly had our fair
share of both!

The month started with the final preparations for our first operations of the year ovettree-day Bank
Holiday Weekend from Saturdayf #o Monday6™ May and then for thefour-day super intensive timetable of
the Severn Valley Railway Spring Diesel Gala Trbursday 18 to Sunday 19 May.

The lastminute activityto get D1062 Western Courier ready to perfowas certainly intense and a fabulous
effort was made by the Working Members to deliver an operational and perfect looking locomotive.
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report that we delivered on all of our commitments and 100% reliability was delivered!

So to start this éNewsletter, | think the below picture sums up why we all put in so much time and eftbet
reward being this magnificent locomotive, seen at Kidderminster ahead of a departure to Bridgnorth, under a
perfect spring blue sky what morecould you ask for (well, | suppose the sound recording as well to
accompany the picture | hear someone saying.)
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Without wanting to spoil what is to come, | have the need to share another two Gala pictures below, the first
showing D1062 at 7.40am on Thursday May, with the first departure of the day, and the Gala, from
Kidderminster to Bridgnorth, with the two Maybachs bursting into life as the driver starts to apply the power,
that driver of course on this occasion being our own Chairman, Mr Roger Smith.

And perhaps one of the more memorable pictures from the Gala, s@e€hairman receiving some
instructions from Mr lan Jackson, maybe lan is suggesting how to improve upon his driving skills, although | am

not 100% sure that Roger is taking it too seriously. What the picture does show is the camaraderie that exists
between the Working Members.




Winding the clock backwards to Wednesd&yMay, D1062is seen beingrepared for her Test Runom
Kidderminster to Bewdleg the first run of the year, looking fantastic following all of the winter maintenance
and the body side repaint so evident in this picture.
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in one frame, with D1062 ithe foreground and under power, D1048 Western Lady behind, and D1015
Western Champion to the right.

Of coursemore of D1015 Western Champion in thélewsletter as the first mainline tour orf*June
approached; PLUS a BIG SURPISE.




Also, you need toead on to find out what is going on hegavho is that in the cab of D1062 and what are they
doing?

Abumper edition of the eNewsletter lies aheadso keep on readingand | would like to make next months
an eNewsletter featuring your photographs from the Galao if you have any great photographs that you
want to share with your fellow members, please send them to mem@finch@icloud.comOf course, all
submissionsvill be considered, but any unusual ones grgranteedto be used.

One other news announcement is that the Western Locomotive Association has set up a Crowd Funding Site
with the objective of raising additional fund that will be allocatedhe current overhaul of D1013 aralso
towards the initial preservation work that D1048 will undoubtedly require.

There will bea lotmore information to follow, but for now pleagake a look and feel free to donate any
amount, no matter how smalltowards to upkeep and restoration of our magnificent class 52's.

The linkcan be foundat: https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/westernlocomotiveassociatiodimited-1115058

A monthly donation would make an amazing difference and push us further towards D1013's completion and a
start on D1048's assessment.



mailto:wp.finch@icloud.com
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/western-locomotive-association-limited-1115058

In this eNewsletter

Features in this -@lewsletter include the following:

News from The Chair

Monthly News Updateg an update on all that has been happening over the last month.
Western Courier reisited.

Whizzo Woods.

Sales Team Update.

Membership News.

Bookof the Month.

Media Coverage

Severn Valley Railway New&unning Dates & Events.

Members Forum & Gallerywhere we hear directly from you, our WLA membership.
Closing Notes / Book Ends.
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Of course, the usual remindethe aimofthiseb Sgat SGGSNI A& (2 1SSLI @2dz dzlJ G2 R
what we have been doing and what is being planned aleitiy anything else that we think you will find

interesting. Your feedback and suggestions regarding what you want to see and read are important, so please

do share, and please do not hold back!

And please send in anything that you think will be of interest to your fellow mentpersmories,
photographs, stories and articlesind help to keep this-&lewsletter alive and interesting and informative.



News from the Chair

Well, that was a busy month of May for the W¢_pArobably one of the busiest on record as far as operating
was concerned! As many of you will be aware, it all started with a couple of successful test runs for D1062
from Kidderminster to Bewdley & back &ft May, ready for our first service trains over the bank holiday
weekend on all three days frodi" to 6™ May. It was great that D1062 was in service on@féviay which was

the day of hei61% birthday, operating witta 1A05 headtode. Fortunately, thaks to all thewinter work,

D1062 was in fine form with nothing untoward, ready to star at the Spring Diesel Gala event on all four days
from 16" to 19" May.

And what a Diesel Gala that was! Being one of the Drivers privileged to drive D1062, the locomotive sounded
superb, like one giant music making machine, entertaining so many people travelling behind it, judging by all
the heads and arms! One day you mighithave to be seated, so make sure you enjoy the travelling whilst you
can! Of course, operating the locomotive was one thing but there were plentyloA nembers helping out

with our sales stand, plus those helping out with guided tours around Kiddetenii®D, where D1013 and
D1048 were proudly on display inside. And even then, there were a couple of Members working underneath
D1048 collecting a few decades of you know what!

To everyone who supported the Diesel Gala event, a massive thank you, as the WLA raised the best part of

£20k from donations, sales and raffle sales, which underlines just how generous peopleqae bgen had

some of the raffle prize money beingdon&e 6 01 G2 dzad L Oly | &dad2NB &2dz (KL
all the hard work worthwhile.
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Saturday and aflay Sunday. Once again, a special thanks to Darren and our Working Members who were
quickly on the case and remedied the fault shortly after, followed by another test réevwalley.

The locomotive was then ready for the wedding charter event hel@&hMay complete witha 1X01 royal
headcode and congratulations to Fiona & Michael who tied the knot complete with their very own
headboard!

During the month, our new Fundraiser Officer, Mike Tromans, took the initiative to set up a WLA Crowdfunder
site, which can be seen from the following link:
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/westernrlocomotiveassociatiodimited-1115058

For 2024, the WLA is looking to raise £10k through the Crowdfunder site to help contribute towards the
current overhaul of D1013 and towards the initial preservation work that D1048 will undoubtedly require.
Anyway, a good start has beé&nafter justa few daysye haveraised over £600 including Gift Aid!

Also on the admin sideghereis a new option on our web siteyou can nowgift WLA Membership to anyone

you like! Yes, you can now buy WLA Membership and gift it to someone by forwarding a Gift Code, where the
recipient can set up their username and password and enjoy the benefits of becoming a WLA Member! Details

of this new infiative can be found at:

https://westernlocomotives.com/membershiasa-gift/
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photos to back it up in this Newsletter!

Seeyouonthe Valleyi KSNEQa L) Syide Y2NB (2 O2YSH

Roger Smith
Chairman
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News Updatec May 2024 Al pictures supplied by Working Members presethe time)

Wednesdaylst May

TheTest Run
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D1062 is firsseen with engines fired up following pheating just off the turntable at the TMD
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The following picturesre rather memorabldor a different reasorg Class 20s everywhegeahead of their
roles at theup-and-comingDiesel Gala.




More Class 20s herevery much lurking in the background.

And at last, nba singleClass 20m sight.




Three Westerns on the shed at Kidderminster




So, after a long winter of planned maintenanBd,062 is finally operational again, following the completion of
its B¢ Exam by Robin Jones, the WLA Maintenance and Standards Engineer, and a Test Run from
Kidderminster TMD to Bewdley and back with Driver Darren Shelmerdine and Secondman Alaviderck
D1062 is declared fit for duty.
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requiredO Rings are already on order to address this and will be fitted as soon as possible.

The locomotive il therefore be ready to operate over the forthcoming Bank Holiday Weekend with service
trains scheduled to be hauled by D1062 on Saturdathdough to Monday &. A very BlGvell done to
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Saturday 4 May

Our first day of operations in 2024 and a great day was expe&ig#@62ooking pristine and ready for action.

Diesel Hydraulics sharing space around the turntable.



So,it is outof the yard and off to work D1062 being releaseahd heading off to the station platform.






Somebody mad(i KS 02 YY Sy {lIdfrien@sdz(ic % #yS& avely reminiscent of 196/77!

L
et 2

=t m\l\llﬂ\llllll)\l\lllﬂﬂlml“

_-h




After all the winter work, still no time to sit back and relax, back to the day job of fund raising!
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year were absolute stars and nearly all purchased tickets with a smile.

We were son at Bridgnorthor the first turnaround of the year.
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The new paintwork on the one side lookexcellent in the sunshine.

Darren wasat the controls for this first return trip of the ye&rperhaps looking a little concerned as a couple
of niggles were addressed.




And then looking extremely happy and prisitting in his favourite seat.
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It was a fantastic day, theis shone,and the crowds gathered.
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Post first day operatinalreports were as followsg

A fairly successfulay yesterday with D1062. There were a couple of issues that will be addressed, or we will
keep an eye on.
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issue persists, then a replacement cylinder will maybe require.
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although everything on checking appeared OK. A replacement sensor will be fitted ASAP. In the meantime,
Crews and Fitters were instructedtomoni®ry 3Ay S | yR GN} yavYAiaairzy GSYLISNI G dzN

The vacuum also recorded slightly higher than norgiiely caused by the snifting valve sticking, which was
plunged a number of times to ensure free movement and shoeidedy the issueAgain,this does need to be
monitored.

We always get a few issues like this at the start of the season so the above do not come as acaverisk
day 1 has been a great success.

So aghe weekend progresse@ngine, transmission and coolant temperatures and pressures were regularly
checked and recorded by the travelling fitters.




No real issues were noted or recorded.

Sunday % May

The Sunday Teareported for duty first thing and prepared D1062 for another ddyom left to right can be
seen Marty, Alan, Roger and Sally.




Everythingsimplyhad to be perfect Roger being a tough task master when he is in the driving seat.
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A final shot from Sunday 5th as the stock is returned to the carriage sidings.

Bank Holiday MondayBMayc5 mncH 2 SAGSNY [/ 2dz2NASNRaE . ANIKR]

Day 3 and the sun continued to shjri21062 having been located overnight outside the RailMageumat
Kidderminster and awaiting p#eeating.
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Ready for the days action.




Leaving the station to collect the stock for the day and an encounter with a number of our steam colleagues.




Ready for Day3 ¢ A (i K




LG Rakd&lgh@for Mr Smith to get back into his rightful seat though.

A last shoot of D1062 outside of the carriage shed after a successful 3 days of opetatmpe you enjoyed
the photographic journey.




Saturday 1¥ May

We have beerasked to provide D1062 for a Wedding Charter on Tuesd4yw2§ the to be Bride and Groom
joined us at the TMD on Saturday™the get up close and personal with our Westerfirstly we segFiona
and Michaelooking like they are very much enjoying the cab visit

| think we may have then tried tget them on cleaning duty, but | am sure that they were having none of it
and quickly dropped the offered brushes, instead wondering what the Data Panel is all about.
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But with perhaps somgentle persuasionthey were soon busy at work

Working membersattending onwere greeted with the sight of D1048 in the TMD, having been shunted on to
the pit road ahead of the Gala. Our plan whilst Lady is there is to make the most out of the opportunity and to
make a start on cleaning, painting, greasing and assessing the laogi¢se underframe.

We have also asked that D1023 be located over the side pit for the Gala, so that visitors to the TMD on the
tours will be greeted by the sight of two westerns on shed.
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Monday 2@" to Thursday 238 May ¢ but we must grab these opportunities.

Theother task on this Saturday was to continue with preparations in D1062 for thecGalkecifically fitting
the O Rings on the fuel filters as they have now been delivered.
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as with every step forward, our heritage locomotive likes to throw us a curve ball
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A small amount of coolantwas not&dy’ G KS g f 1 6+ & &A RSctReyarediwas thofoygRly / 2 2 £ S N.
cleaned so that we could see if there was a leakhich we eventually found towards the end of the day. It

materialised that Number 3 Eigent on the walkway side was drippiaghis was not ideal with just 3 working

days to go until the Galabut worst case, although not ideal, we could run on one engine.

We do however have spare elements and gaskets and Roland in the TMD was tipped off that we may need to
drain the coolant again on Wednesday ahead of the Gala.

Of course, the element is one of the awkward ones which requires the removal of other elements in order to

gain accesg 0 dzii  ind¢hingn@mand as expected with a diesel hydraulic. A call out was made for a team to
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morning.



