
 
 

Western Locomotive Association e-Newsletter ς June 2024 
 

Welcome 
 

Welcome to your latest WLA e-Newsletter, covering WLA activity in May. 
 
What a month it has been, read on to hear all about the HIGHs and the LOWS, we have certainly had our fair 
share of both!  
 
The month started with the final preparations for our first operations of the year over the three-day Bank 
Holiday Weekend from Saturday 4th to Monday 6th May and then for the four-day super intensive timetable of 
the Severn Valley Railway Spring Diesel Gala from Thursday 16th to Sunday 19th May. 
 
The last-minute activity to get D1062 Western Courier ready to perform was certainly intense and a fabulous 
effort was made by the Working Members to deliver an operational and perfect looking locomotive.  
 
¢ƘŜ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƻŘŘ άƘƛǘŎƘέ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǇŀǘƛŜƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ǘǊƛŜŘΣ ōǳǘ L ŀƳ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ 
report that we delivered on all of our commitments and 100% reliability was delivered! 
 
So to start this e-Newsletter, I think the below picture sums up why we all put in so much time and effort ς the 
reward being this magnificent locomotive, seen at Kidderminster ahead of a departure to Bridgnorth, under a 
perfect spring blue sky ς what more could you ask for (well, I suppose the sound recording as well to 
accompany the picture I hear someone saying.) 
 

 



Without wanting to spoil what is to come, I have the need to share another two Gala pictures below, the first 
showing D1062 at 7.40am on Thursday 16th May, with the first departure of the day, and the Gala, from 
Kidderminster to Bridgnorth, with the two Maybachs bursting into life as the driver starts to apply the power, 
that driver of course on this occasion being our own Chairman, Mr Roger Smith.  
 

 
 
And perhaps one of the more memorable pictures from the Gala, sees our Chairman receiving some 
instructions from Mr Ian Jackson, maybe Ian is suggesting how to improve upon his driving skills, although I am 
not 100% sure that Roger is taking it too seriously. What the picture does show is the camaraderie that exists 
between the Working Members. 
 

 
  



Winding the clock backwards to Wednesday 1st May, D1062 is seen being prepared for her Test Run from 
Kidderminster to Bewdley ς the first run of the year, looking fantastic following all of the winter maintenance 
and the body side repaint so evident in this picture. 
 

 
 
hǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ȅŀǊŘΣ ŀǎ 5млсн ǇŀǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊŜŘ ƭƻŎƻƳƻǘƛǾŜǎΣ ŀ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƻ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ /ƭŀǎǎ рнΩǎ 
in one frame, with D1062 in the foreground and under power, D1048 Western Lady behind, and D1015 
Western Champion to the right. 
 
Of course, more of D1015 Western Champion in the e-Newsletter as the first mainline tour on 1st June 
approached ς PLUS a BIG SURPISE. 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Also, you need to read on to find out what is going on here ς who is that in the cab of D1062 and what are they 
doing? 
 

 
 
A bumper edition of the e-Newsletter lies ahead, so keep on reading ς and I would like to make next months 
an e-Newsletter featuring your photographs from the Gala ς so if you have any great photographs that you 
want to share with your fellow members, please send them to me at wp.finch@icloud.com. Of course, all 
submissions will be considered, but any unusual ones are guaranteed to be used. 
 
One other news announcement is that the Western Locomotive Association has set up a Crowd Funding Site 
with the objective of raising additional fund that will be allocated to the current overhaul of D1013 and also 
towards the initial preservation work that D1048 will undoubtedly require. 
 
There will be a lot more information to follow, but for now please take a look and feel free to donate any 
amount, no matter how small, towards to upkeep and restoration of our magnificent class 52's.  
 
The link can be found at: https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/western-locomotive-association-limited-1115058 
 
A monthly donation would make an amazing difference and push us further towards D1013's completion and a 
start on D1048's assessment. 
 

 

mailto:wp.finch@icloud.com
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/western-locomotive-association-limited-1115058


In this e-Newsletter 
 
Features in this e-Newsletter include the following: 
 

¶ News from The Chair 

¶ Monthly News Updates ς an update on all that has been happening over the last month. 

¶ Western Courier re-visited.  

¶ Whizzo Woods. 

¶ Sales Team Update. 

¶ Membership News. 

¶ Book of the Month. 

¶ Media Coverage. 

¶ Severn Valley Railway News ς Running Dates & Events.  

¶ Members Forum & Gallery ς where we hear directly from you, our WLA membership. 

¶ Closing Notes / Book Ends. 
 
Of course, the usual reminder - the aim of this e-bŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜ ƻƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ά²[!έ ς 
what we have been doing and what is being planned along with anything else that we think you will find 
interesting.  Your feedback and suggestions regarding what you want to see and read are important, so please 
do share, and please do not hold back!  
 
And please send in anything that you think will be of interest to your fellow members ς memories, 
photographs, stories and articles - and help to keep this e-Newsletter alive and interesting and informative. 
 

 
  



News from the Chair 
 
Well, that was a busy month of May for the WLA ς probably one of the busiest on record as far as operating 
was concerned! As many of you will be aware, it all started with a couple of successful test runs for D1062 
from Kidderminster to Bewdley & back on 1st May, ready for our first service trains over the bank holiday 
weekend on all three days from 4th to 6th May. It was great that D1062 was in service on the 6th May which was 
the day of her 61st birthday, operating with a 1A05 head code. Fortunately, thanks to all the winter work, 
D1062 was in fine form with nothing untoward, ready to star at the Spring Diesel Gala event on all four days 
from 16th to 19th May.  
 
And what a Diesel Gala that was! Being one of the Drivers privileged to drive D1062, the locomotive sounded 
superb, like one giant music making machine, entertaining so many people travelling behind it, judging by all 
the heads and arms! One day you might all have to be seated, so make sure you enjoy the travelling whilst you 
can! Of course, operating the locomotive was one thing but there were plenty of WLA members helping out 
with our sales stand, plus those helping out with guided tours around Kidderminster TMD, where D1013 and 
D1048 were proudly on display inside. And even then, there were a couple of Members working underneath 
D1048 collecting a few decades of you know what!  
 
To everyone who supported the Diesel Gala event, a massive thank you, as the WLA raised the best part of 
£20k from donations, sales and raffle sales, which underlines just how generous people can be ς we even had 
some of the raffle prize money being donateŘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǳǎΦ L Ŏŀƴ ŀǎǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜǎ 
all the hard work worthwhile.  
 
²Ŝ ŘƛŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎƭƛƎƘǘ ǎŜǘōŀŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƻƛƭ ƭŜŀƪ ƻƴ 5млсн όƘŜŀǘ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜǊ ǘƻ ǘǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƎŀǎƪŜǘ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ ŀǘ ά.έ 
ŜƴŘύ Ǉƭǳǎ ά!έ ŜƴŘ ǎƘǳǘǘƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŘŀȅΣ ǊŜǉǳƛǊƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀŘƧǳǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ht{ ϧ 
ROPS box. Basically, the locomotive was able tƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ƛƴ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎΣ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ά!έ ŜƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘǘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 
Saturday and all-day Sunday. Once again, a special thanks to Darren and our Working Members who were 
quickly on the case and remedied the fault shortly after, followed by another test run to Bewdley. 
 
The locomotive was then ready for the wedding charter event held on 28th May complete with a 1X01 royal 
head code and congratulations to Fiona & Michael who tied the knot complete with their very own 
headboard!  
 
During the month, our new Fundraiser Officer, Mike Tromans, took the initiative to set up a WLA Crowdfunder 
site, which can be seen from the following link:  
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/western-locomotive-association-limited-1115058 
 
For 2024, the WLA is looking to raise £10k through the Crowdfunder site to help contribute towards the 
current overhaul of D1013 and towards the initial preservation work that D1048 will undoubtedly require. 
Anyway, a good start has been & after just a few days, we have raised over £600 including Gift Aid! 
 
Also on the admin side, there is a new option on our web site ς you can now gift WLA Membership to anyone 
you like! Yes, you can now buy WLA Membership and gift it to someone by forwarding a Gift Code, where the 
recipient can set up their username and password and enjoy the benefits of becoming a WLA Member! Details 
of this new initiative can be found at:  
https://westernlocomotives.com/membership-as-a-gift/  
 
!ŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎΣ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ aŀȅ ǿŀǎ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ŀ ōǳǎȅ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ²[! ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ ŘƻǳōǘΣ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ 
photos to back it up in this Newsletter! 
 
See you on the Valley ς ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜΗ 
 
 
Roger Smith 
Chairman 

  

https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/western-locomotive-association-limited-1115058
https://westernlocomotives.com/membership-as-a-gift/


News Update ς May 2024 (All pictures supplied by Working Members present at the time) 

 
Wednesday 1st May 
 
The Test Run  
 
May 1st ǿŀǎ ŀ ōƛƎ ŘŀȅΣ 5млснΩǎ ¢Ŝǎǘ wǳƴ ŀƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘǊŀƛƴ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ пth May.  
D1062 is first seen with engines fired up following pre-heating just off the turntable at the TMD. 

 

 
 
The following pictures are rather memorable for a different reason ς Class 20s everywhere ς ahead of their 
roles at the up-and-coming Diesel Gala. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



More Class 20s here ς very much lurking in the background. 

 

 
 
Whereas a bit harder to spot in this one  

 

 
 
And at last, not a single Class 20s in sight. 
 

 
 



Three Westerns on the shed at Kidderminster. 
 

 
 

A great shot by Alan Berck-May following the successful Test Run, Alan second manning on the run. 
 

 



So, after a long winter of planned maintenance, D1062 is finally operational again, following the completion of 
its άBέ Exam by Robin Jones, the WLA Maintenance and Standards Engineer, and a Test Run from 
Kidderminster TMD to Bewdley and back with Driver Darren Shelmerdine and Secondman Alan Berck-May, 
D1062 is declared fit for duty. 
 
! ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƭŜŀƪǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǇƻǘǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘΣ Ǉƭǳǎ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŦǳŜƭ ƭŜŀƪ ŀǘ ά.έ ŜƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦǳŜƭ ŦƛƭǘŜǊ ς the 
required O Rings are already on order to address this and will be fitted as soon as possible. 
 
The locomotive will therefore be ready to operate over the forthcoming Bank Holiday Weekend with service 
trains scheduled to be hauled by D1062 on Saturday 4th through to Monday 6th. A very BIG well done to 
ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 5млснΩǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎΦ 

 

 
 

Celebrating Work Members were spotted  
 

 



Saturday 4th May 
 
Our first day of operations in 2024 and a great day was expected, D1062 looking pristine and ready for action. 

 

 
 

 
Diesel Hydraulics sharing space around the turntable. 



 
 
Cation Competition Time ς what is being said to Roger? 

 

 
 

So, it is out of the yard and off to work ς D1062 being released and heading off to the station platform. 

 



 
 
A back in a very happy place ς at the head of a service train. 

 

 
 
  



Somebody made ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ άƻld friendsέ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊŜ-united ς very reminiscent of 1976/77! 

 

 
 

& some pictures simply need no explanation as they are just perfect. 

 

 
 
  



After all the winter work, still no time to sit back and relax, back to the day job of fund raising! 

 

 
 
Raffles Tickets certainly were the hot ticket of the day. 

 

 
 



aǊ .ŀƳōŜǊ ƴƻǘ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ άƴƻέ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŀƴǎǿŜǊΗ I have to say that the passengers on that first service train of the 
year were absolute stars and nearly all purchased tickets with a smile. 
 

 
 
We were soon at Bridgnorth for the first turnaround of the year. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



The new paintwork on the one side looked excellent in the sunshine. 

 

 
 

Darren was at the controls for this first return trip of the year ς perhaps looking a little concerned as a couple 
of niggles were addressed. 

 

 
 
 
 



And then looking extremely happy and proud, sitting in his favourite seat. 

 

 
 
It was a fantastic day, the sun shone, and the crowds gathered. 
 

 
 

  



Post first day operational reports were as follows ς  
 
A fairly successful day yesterday with D1062. There were a couple of issues that will be addressed, or we will 
keep an eye on.  
 
¢ƘŜ ŘŀƳǇŜǊ ŀǘ ά!έ 9ƴŘ tǊŜ IŜŀǘŜǊ ƪŜŜǇǎ ǎǘƛŎƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǿƻǊƪΦ LŦ ǘƘŜ 
issue persists, then a replacement cylinder will maybe require. 
 
hƴ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ .ŜǿŘƭŜȅΣ ά!έ 9ƴŘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƛŘƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ǎŜƴǎƻǊ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ŜǊǊƻǊΣ 
although everything on checking appeared OK. A replacement sensor will be fitted ASAP. In the meantime, 
Crews and Fitters were instructed to monitor ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŀǘ ά!έ 9ƴŘΦ 
 
The vacuum also recorded slightly higher than normal ς likely caused by the snifting valve sticking, which was 
plunged a number of times to ensure free movement and should remedy the issue. Again, this does need to be 
monitored. 
 
We always get a few issues like this at the start of the season so the above do not come as a surprise ς overall 
day 1 has been a great success. 
 
So as the weekend progressed, engine, transmission and coolant temperatures and pressures were regularly 
checked and recorded by the travelling fitters. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



No real issues were noted or recorded. 

 

 
 

Sunday 5th May 
 
The Sunday Team reported for duty first thing and prepared D1062 for another day ς from left to right can be 
seen Marty, Alan, Roger and Sally. 

 

 
 



Everything simply had to be perfect ς Roger being a tough task master when he is in the driving seat. 

 

 
 

However, the moment RogerΩǎ ōŀŎƪ ǿŀǎ ǘǳǊƴŜŘΣ !ƭŀƴ ǿŀǎ ǉǳƛŎƪ ǘƻ ƧǳƳǇ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ǎǿŜŀǘ  

 

 
 
 
 

  



A final shot from Sunday 5th as the stock is returned to the carriage sidings. 

 

 
 
 
Bank Holiday Monday 6th May ς 5млсн ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ /ƻǳǊƛŜǊΩǎ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ 
 
Day 3 and the sun continued to shine, D1062 having been located overnight outside the Railway Museum at 
Kidderminster and awaiting pre-heating. 

 

 
 
 
 



Ready for the days action. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Leaving the station to collect the stock for the day and an encounter with a number of our steam colleagues. 

 

 
 

 
 
 



Ready for Day 3Σ ǿƛǘƘ .ƻō 5ǳƴƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ǎŜŀǘΧΧ 

 

 
 
And a sight that you simply do not see too often. 

 

 
 



Lǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ take long for Mr Smith to get back into his rightful seat though. 

 

 
 

A last shoot of D1062 outside of the carriage shed after a successful 3 days of operation ς I hope you enjoyed 
the photographic journey. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Saturday 11th May 
 
We have been asked to provide D1062 for a Wedding Charter on Tuesday 28th May the to be Bride and Groom 
joined us at the TMD on Saturday 11th the get up close and personal with our Western ς firstly we see Fiona 
and Michael looking like they are very much enjoying the cab visit. 

 

 
 

I think we may have then tried to get them on cleaning duty, but I am sure that they were having none of it 
and quickly dropped the offered brushes, instead wondering what the Data Panel is all about. 
 

 
 



But with perhaps some gentle persuasion, they were soon busy at work  

 

 
 
Working members attending on were greeted with the sight of D1048 in the TMD, having been shunted on to 
the pit road ahead of the Gala. Our plan whilst Lady is there is to make the most out of the opportunity and to 
make a start on cleaning, painting, greasing and assessing the bogies and the underframe. 
 
We have also asked that D1023 be located over the side pit for the Gala, so that visitors to the TMD on the 
tours will be greeted by the sight of two westerns on shed. 
 
²Ŝ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ άǎǘŀȅέ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǊǳǇǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ wŀƛƭ !ŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ǉƛǘ ǊƻŀŘ ŦǊƻƳ 
Monday 20th to Thursday 23rd May ς but we must grab these opportunities. 

 
The other task on this Saturday was to continue with preparations in D1062 for the Gala ς specifically fitting 
the O Rings on the fuel filters as they have now been delivered. 
 
¢ƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ǎŜƴǎƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tǊŜ IŜŀǘŜǊ ŀǘ ά!έ ŜƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ς but 

as with every step forward, our heritage locomotive likes to throw us a curve ball  
 
A small amount of coolant was noted ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƪǿŀȅ ǎƛŘŜ ƻƴ ά!έ 9ƴŘ /ƻƻƭŜǊ DǊƻǳǇ ς the area was thoroughly 
cleaned so that we could see if there was a leak ς which we eventually found towards the end of the day. It 
materialised that Number 3 Element on the walkway side was dripping ς this was not ideal with just 3 working 
days to go until the Gala ς but worst case, although not ideal, we could run on one engine. 
 
We do however have spare elements and gaskets and Roland in the TMD was tipped off that we may need to 
drain the coolant again on Wednesday ahead of the Gala. 
 
Of course, the element is one of the awkward ones which requires the removal of other elements in order to 
gain access ς ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ nothing new and as expected with a diesel hydraulic. A call out was made for a team to 
ƘŜƭǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ǘƻ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƻ άǇǊŜǇέ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎƻƳƻǘƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘǳǊƴ ƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ 
morning. 
 


