Western Locomotive Associationewsletter ¢ June2025

Welcome b yourJuneWLA eNewsletterand your monthlyupdate on all thing®VLA

A big part of this-Newsletter of course covers the Severn Valley Railway Spring Diesel resitvatook

place from Thursday 150 Sunday 18 May, withlots of great pictures includegrhich have mostly been
provided by our membership.
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And a great picture to kick things off and this capture of D1048 Western Lady basking in the sunshine at
Kidderminster station, thanks t8teve Widdowsoifor this great shot.




Just prior to this event, we had our first running day of the season on Saturdayldy and as the country
had just celebrated the anniversary of VE day, we felt it appropriate to run carrying the Western Memorial
headboard, thanks to Coop for sharing this picture from the day.
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including a trip up the South Devon Railway from Totnes to Buckfastleigh. Thanks to Andy Byrne for sharing
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At the end of the monthP1062 Western Courier was back on service trains, for nine days in a row, from
Saturday 2% Mat all the way through to Sunday'June.

As | type these words on Sunday mornifigldine, Courier is still doing what she does best, with our Chairman
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Here is Courier, about to depart Kidderminster on Friddy @80 ¢ = A GK wmn O2F OKS&a FyR | ¢
¢ quite a load!

Just toendthis introductioni 2 K A & -newaleftér,Buliain Oditas asked me to thank all of you who
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signature. Julian felt so honoured to do so and we all hope you are still enjoying reading and learning all about
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Preservation 50 Years of the WLA, by Julian Odi¢estern Locomotive Association
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A JOURNEY IN PRESERVATION
50 Years of the

Western Locomotive Association



https://westernlocomotives.com/shop/a-journey-in-preservation-50-years-of-the-wla-by-julian-ogle/
https://westernlocomotives.com/shop/a-journey-in-preservation-50-years-of-the-wla-by-julian-ogle/

In this eNewsletter

Features in this -®lewsletter include théollowing:

News from The Chair

D1013¢ AProgress Update

D1048c AProgress Updaté A Y Y SE (iNeWetfet) K Q& S

Monthly News Updateg an update on all that has been happening over the last month.
Western Courier revisited

Whizzo Woods.

Sales Team Update.

Membership News.

Bookof the Month.

Media Coverage

Severn Valley Railway New&unning Dates & Events.

The Spring Diesel Festiva¥our Memories.

Members Forum & Gallerywhere we hear directly from you, our WLA membership.
Closing Note#& Book Ends.
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Of course, the usual remindethe aimofthiseb Sgat SGGSNI A& (2 1SSLI @2dz dzlJ G2 R
what we have been doing and what is being planned along with anything else that we think you will find

interesting Your feedback and suggestions regarding what you want to see and read are important, so please

do share, and please do not hold back!

And please send in anything that you think will be of interest to your fellow mentersmories,
photographs, stories and articlesand help to keep this-8lewsletter alive and interesting and informative.



News from the Chair

I hope thatmany of you will have already enjoyed the sight and sound of D1062 doing what it does thest

Valley, plus of cours@ttherecent{ + wQ & { LINtiyfafudgink Byih® many photographs and videos

that haveappeared on social media! Many thanks to all those who supported our Sales Stacdtaok an

impressive £5.7kver the fourday event. We also receivedfurther £530 from our involvement with tHEMD
Tourswhichmeant we receivedn total well over £6k.And thereQ &  Ya8 WeBook on another 14 members,

several of which have indicated their wish to come and help as Working Membleralsaeceived quite a

¥FS6 aAl lofS R2ylGAz2yazr a2 A0Qa RAFFAOAA G (2 1y26 6KI

Talking oimembership, our numbers are still heading in the right direction. The current numbers are:

Adult: 281
Senior: 229
Family: 25
Adult Life: 29
Family Life: 3
Junior: 22
TOTAL: 589
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Just 11 away from our target of 600!

Ly Fye S@Syils ingré&ase@$ mafibefdhia 8 R42% 8345 new members) since 2020. Bearing in
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During the month just past, | would like to congratulate the DTG on their super mainline trip with the South
Devon Explorer, with D1015 Western Champion. Amazingly enough, it enabled me to catch a Thousand from
Y& K2YSG26y 2F 51 6t A deKoE52§eary, $16 IEshtyha being with LRI D\VestBra
Watrrior. Of course, both locomotives were in the same livery and | even managed to get a photo from the
same spot on the station! Hearing a Thousand overBvon banks again was just pure magic eesgly

opening up to full power on the approach to Totnes, ready for the climb up Rattery Bank. So many memories
from that day and in a way, it just shows how amazing it is to see and hear a working Thousand, whether or
y2i Ad0Qa 2y i K&lley somsfHing weSaniNde groud af, KviSichever part or role we choose

to play in Western preservation.

During the month, our Business Plan (Vs. 1.4) was updated followinmutiieation of ourfinal accounts to
30" September 2024 and is available for anyone interested, to download from our websitd at:Business
Plan 2025 to 2027 Vs. 1-¥V/estern Locomotive Association
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See you on the Valley!

Roger Smith, Chairman



https://westernlocomotives.com/wla-business-plan-2025-to-2027-vs-1-4/
https://westernlocomotives.com/wla-business-plan-2025-to-2027-vs-1-4/

D1013¢c A Progress Update

D1013 has now been rdocated in theTMDalthough an issugiith the jacks has delayed the planned lift.
Here are our objectivefor the time that the locomotive is inside

(5 m n m Bé@ril bogiewasalso scheduled to be moved over the aitthe same time but this move has also
been delayed.

Thrust Bracket 'machiningp be completedalthough we still have to work with our contractor aatrange a
‘'viewing' of what is required

Workto bedone:-

Lift outéB¢ end Cooler Group fdhe welding in of the guttedrainpipg refit the CoolerGroup ande-connect
Disconnect and remove both piesaters

A2 end bogie- scrape and clean the underside of the bogie in preparation for NDT and Torque Arm rubber
replacement)If cleaning is attacked immediated1013 is in the TMPwe may be able to have the NDT and
Torque Arm rubbers carried oiit.

08¢ end Engine lift badk in.

Nose end AiReceivers pipework modificatiorts be completed.

Refit Fuellank hoses

A2 end nose end valancdo be 're-shape' ifcontractoris available.

D1013 Turbo Project

Over thepastfewg S S 1{ha Te&¥¥Q KI @S

0 SSy Wit pansyfabe tiaBsPoted ko3he) |
O2yGNY OG2NI AYy [AyO2fy 6KSNB |

LI NB (Gdz2ND2 A& | 6FAGAYS
Twonew metal boxes (ptare 1) were obtainedor the transportation of(i K Kité along with a new lifting

eye(picure 2) which had to beespeciallynade for the rotor assembly for lifting safety compliance with the

contractor.

Thedkit of parts includes a support bracketand stand (pieso 9 n0 A GK w asSdia 2F Ofl Y
Iy R Wure®) to makeGsure the correct ones are available to the contractor

This is because the 2 different turbo manufacturers apparently used a different angle of taper on the rotor
shaft. (he taperisvisible in piture 2).

Various special tools for dismantling and assembly have also been put togpgittere 6).

Just a few more shims to obtain and thathshould be ready for dispatch.



Picture 1¢ the metal boxes and the gathering of parts.




Picture 3- Support Bracket witht . ¢ 0 dzaKSa Ay LJX I OS

Picture 4- Support Bracket Stand




Picture 5-{ dzLJLJ2 NJi

Picture 6- Various tools




News Updatec May 2025 (All getures supplied by Working Members presenthe time)

Saturday3 May

Work compétedat. NA RIY2NI K Ay Of dzZRSR LINAYS LI AYyGAy3I 2F n ySg |1
preparation of tooling for the brake cylinder overhauls, the fitting of new bearings to eight new spring hangers

including circlips, and the continuation of the spare-heater rebuild with testing due over the next few

weeks.Other work to be completed includes the reassembly of the equalising beams with the pedestal

brackets, the beams firstly need the top hat bushes welding back gneat tearmat Bridgnorth included

Graham G, Richard H, Paul M, Stuart J & RogeTeyfollowing picture shows thedir pedestalbrackets

having been prime painted.

Wednesday ! May
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minor jobs were called out as being requirednd of course firstly, the locomotive required a good clean,
020K 2dziaARS IyR AYAARSH ¢KS t202Y20A0SQa SEIFIYAylLFGAZY




Darrenshowing that he can wash as well as drive, there is no end to the number of skills that he has under his
belt

Later in the dayD1062 is seen on the platform at Kidderminster as part of a test run to Bewdley & back. The
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A successful day overaljth all minor jobs completed and the locomotive being signed off ready for traffic.
Saturdayl0" May Part 1¢ The South Devon Explorer




As mentioned earlier, Saturday 10th May brought a Western back to the mainline with The Diesel Traction
Groupd D1015 Western Champiamd The South Devon Explorer travelling flBimmingham to Plymouth. A
good number of WLA Members were on the train experiencing and supporting this memorable event. D1015
put in a magnificent performance as can be seen in some of the pictures below.

Birmingham

New Street 07:27 23:59
Widney h .
Manor 07:49 23:42
Warwick 08:05 2323
Parkway

Banbury 08:34 22:53
Oxford 09:08 22:27
Bristol

Temple 10:51 20:57
Meads

Dawlish 12:09 19:00
Teignmouth 12:16 18:54

Confirmed Destination Timings

Plymouth 13:01 15:56

Buckfastleigh 16:50 18:00

Theservice is seen approaching Oxford right on time at 09.08am. What a sign to see a Class 52 approaching
the platforms at Oxford ahead of a great run all the way to Plymouth.

Uponarrival at Plymouth, the crowds gathered, as the locomotive started to cool, ahead of its return to home
and stopover at Laira TMD.
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A magnificent sight as tHecomotive and stock is seen at the platform at Plymouth.
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Of course, a mandatory trip to the waterfront at The Barbiead the sampling of some local faygéy which
I mean fish & chips, beirenjoyed by Andy, Paul & John.




Departinga few minutes latdrom Plymouth, the service was soon meandering its way up the scenic South
Devn Railway arriving at Buckfastlelgghind schedule, although a reduced stopover at the lovely location put
the service back on schedule, ready for a spirited run back to Bristol and on to Oxford.




D1015 is seen in this last picture back at Oxford ahead of schedule, prior to its departure and run back to

Birminghaml was worried that | might miss my connecting service from Oxford, but Champion proved that
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to Oxford.
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day full of great memories for all that took part.

Saturday 1@ May ¢ Part Il &D106X) ! Operating Day& The Western Memorial.

Coopand a number of Working MembeMB Y A Y SR G4 GKS {+w YR NBO2NRSR 5mJ
As this weekend was at the end of a week of VE Day Anniversary Celebrations, it was decided that we would
carry The Western Memorial Headboagken here at Kidderminster at the start of the day.
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Later at Hampton Loade, the temporary terminus of the Severn Valley Railway due to the landslip blocking the
route through to Bridgnorth, meaning that all services run around at Hampton Loade (or Top & Tail) prior to
returning to Kidderminster.

| am pleased to be able to report that as | write, work has started on the repairs to the landslip and hopefully
we will soon have a fulength railway again.

Sundayl1h May

Sunday 11th May and second day of D1062 on service trains, |atgr in the day is recorded at
YARRSNNAYAaGSNI a G4KS 5¢DQa 2SaiGSNYy /KIYLA2Yy NBIdNYa
previous day.
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Always a great sighti ¢ 2
Headboards also!
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SOUTH DEYON
EXPLORER




And a few more from oursiweekend of operations, supplied by Mark Perry. With D1049 Western Lady also
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Thanks Mark for thesmemories.




4 WESTERN ¢
MEMORIAL

Li &1 ay Qitwds tusinedsit iséhat Blidgnorth with the team there were hard at work, starting with
Richard Hseenpainting Eqalising beam pedestal bracketfiaving primed them therevious weekThesmoke
gFayQi FTNRBY wAPaKiieNR146 dzi FNBY G(KS




Starting switchesvere also in the process of beingstored and painted.



