
 
 

Western Locomotive Association e-Newsletter ς June 2025 
 

Welcome to your June WLA e-Newsletter and your monthly update on all things WLA.  
 
A big part of this e-Newsletter of course covers the Severn Valley Railway Spring Diesel Festival which took 
place from Thursday 15th to Sunday 18th May, with lots of great pictures included which have mostly been 
provided by our membership.  
 

 
 
And a great picture to kick things off and this capture of D1048 Western Lady basking in the sunshine at 
Kidderminster station, thanks to Steve Widdowson for this great shot. 

 

 



Just prior to this event, we had our first running day of the season on Saturday 10th May, and as the country 
had just celebrated the anniversary of VE day, we felt it appropriate to run carrying the Western Memorial 
headboard, thanks to Coop for sharing this picture from the day. 
 

 
 
 
On the same day, Saturday 10th aŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ά.LDέ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ƛŜǎŜƭ ¢ǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ DǊƻǳǇΩǎ 
5млмр ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƛƴƭƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ά{ƻǳǘƘ 5ŜǾƻƴ 9ȄǇƭƻǊŜǊέ ŦǊƻƳ .ƛǊƳƛƴƎƘŀƳ ǘƻ tƭȅƳƻuth and 
including a trip up the South Devon Railway from Totnes to Buckfastleigh. Thanks to Andy Byrne for sharing 
ǘƘƛǎ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ 5¢DΩǎ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴ departing Dawlish station and 19.05 on the return journey. 
 

 
  



At the end of the month, D1062 Western Courier was back on service trains, for nine days in a row, from 
Saturday 24th Mat all the way through to Sunday 1st June. 
 
As I type these words on Sunday morning 1st June, Courier is still doing what she does best, with our Chairman 
wƻƎŜǊ {ƳƛǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ǎŜŀǘΣ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ aŀȅōŀŎƘ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭƭŜȅΦ 
 
Here is Courier, about to depart Kidderminster on Friday 30th aŀȅΣ ǿƛǘƘ мл ŎƻŀŎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ άaŀƴƻǊέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǊ 
ς quite a load! 

 

 
 

Just to end this introduction ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ Ŝ-newsletter, Julian Ogle has asked me to thank all of you who 
ōǊƻǳƎƘ ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ōƻƻƪ ά ! ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ς рл ¸ŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²[!έ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5ƛŜǎŜƭ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ŦƻǊ 
signature. Julian felt so honoured to do so and we all hope you are still enjoying reading and learning all about 
tƘŜ ²[! ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ рл-year history. LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ Ǝƻǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻǇȅ ȅŜǘΣ you can order now at A Journey In 
Preservation - 50 Years of the WLA, by Julian Ogle - Western Locomotive Association 
 

 

https://westernlocomotives.com/shop/a-journey-in-preservation-50-years-of-the-wla-by-julian-ogle/
https://westernlocomotives.com/shop/a-journey-in-preservation-50-years-of-the-wla-by-julian-ogle/


In this e-Newsletter 
 
Features in this e-Newsletter include the following: 
 

¶ News from The Chair. 

¶ D1013 ς A Progress Update  

¶ D1048 ς A Progress Update όƛƴ ƴŜȄǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ Ŝ-Newsletter) 

¶ Monthly News Updates ς an update on all that has been happening over the last month. 

¶ Western Courier re-visited  

¶ Whizzo Woods. 

¶ Sales Team Update. 

¶ Membership News. 

¶ Book of the Month. 

¶ Media Coverage. 

¶ Severn Valley Railway News ς Running Dates & Events.  

¶ The Spring Diesel Festival ς Your Memories. 

¶ Members Forum & Gallery ς where we hear directly from you, our WLA membership. 

¶ Closing Notes & Book Ends. 
 
Of course, the usual reminder - the aim of this e-bŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜ ƻƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ά²[!έ ς 
what we have been doing and what is being planned along with anything else that we think you will find 
interesting. Your feedback and suggestions regarding what you want to see and read are important, so please 
do share, and please do not hold back!  
 
And please send in anything that you think will be of interest to your fellow members ς memories, 
photographs, stories and articles - and help to keep this e-Newsletter alive and interesting and informative. 
 
 

  



News from the Chair 
 

I hope that many of you will have already enjoyed the sight and sound of D1062 doing what it does best at the 
Valley, plus of course, at the recent {±wΩǎ {ǇǊƛƴƎ 5ƛŜǎŜƭ Festival, judging by the many photographs and videos 
that have appeared on social media! Many thanks to all those who supported our Sales Stand, which took an 
impressive £5.7k over the four-day event. We also received a further £530 from our involvement with the TMD 
Tours which meant we received in total well over £6k. And thereΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ, as we took on another 14 members, 
several of which have indicated their wish to come and help as Working Members. We also received quite a 
ŦŜǿ ǎƛȊŀōƭŜ ŘƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜΗ  
 
Talking of membership, our numbers are still heading in the right direction. The current numbers are: 
 

¶ Adult: 281 

¶ Senior:  229 

¶ Family: 25 

¶ Adult Life: 29 

¶ Family Life: 3 

¶ Junior: 22 

¶ TOTAL: 589 
 
Just 11 away from our target of 600!  
 
Lƴ ŀƴȅ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ increase our membership by 142% (345 new members) since 2020. Bearing in 
ƳƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƴƻǿ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǾŜǊ нΣрлл ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ C. tŀƎŜΣ LΩƳ ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ 
ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƻƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŀŎŜƴǘΦ !ǎ LΩǾŜ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ ²[! ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴot be able to exist 
ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƛǘǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƪŜŜǇ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ōŜǎǘ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿΦ 
 
During the month just past, I would like to congratulate the DTG on their super mainline trip with the South 
Devon Explorer, with D1015 Western Champion. Amazingly enough, it enabled me to catch a Thousand from 
Ƴȅ ƘƻƳŜǘƻǿƴ ƻŦ 5ŀǿƭƛǎƘΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ L ƘŀŘƴΩǘ Řƻne for 52 years, the last time being with D1017 Western 
Warrior. Of course, both locomotives were in the same livery and I even managed to get a photo from the 
same spot on the station! Hearing a Thousand over the Devon banks again was just pure magic, especially 
opening up to full power on the approach to Totnes, ready for the climb up Rattery Bank. So many memories 
from that day and in a way, it just shows how amazing it is to see and hear a working Thousand, whether or 
ƴƻǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƛƴƭƛƴŜ ƻǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Valley, something we can all be proud of, whichever part or role we choose 
to play in Western preservation.  
 
During the month, our Business Plan (Vs. 1.4) was updated following the publication of our final accounts to 
30th September 2024 and is available for anyone interested, to download from our website at: WLA Business 
Plan 2025 to 2027 Vs. 1.4 - Western Locomotive Association 
 
CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ LΩǾŜ ƴƻǿ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǘǳǊƴǎ ƭƛƴŜŘ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ ǎƻ LΩƳ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
ƴƻǘŜǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǳǎǳŀƭΦ bŜŜŘƭŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ LΩƳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ōŜƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ƻǳǘ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ 5млсн 
ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘƘǊŀǎƘƛƴƎ ƛǘ up Rattery Bank!  
 
See you on the Valley! 
 
Roger Smith, Chairman 
 

 

https://westernlocomotives.com/wla-business-plan-2025-to-2027-vs-1-4/
https://westernlocomotives.com/wla-business-plan-2025-to-2027-vs-1-4/


D1013 ς A Progress Update  
 
D1013 has now been re-located in the TMD although an issue with the jacks has delayed the planned lift. 
 
Here are our objectives for the time that the locomotive is inside. 
 
(5млмоΩǎ άBέ end bogie was also scheduled to be moved over the pit at the same time but this move has also 
been delayed.)  
  
Thrust Bracket 'machining' to be completed, although we still have to work with our contractor and arrange a 
'viewing' of what is required. 
 
Work to be done :- 
 
Lift out άBέ end Cooler Group for the welding in of the gutter drainpipe, refit the Cooler Group and re-connect. 
 
Disconnect and remove both pre-heaters. 
  
άAέ end bogie - scrape and clean the underside of the bogie in preparation for NDT and Torque Arm rubber 
replacement. )If cleaning is attacked immediately D1013 is in the TMD, we may be able to have the NDT and 
Torque Arm rubbers carried out.) 
  
άBέ end Engine - lift back in. 
  
Nose end Air Receivers pipework modifications to be completed. 
  
Refit Fuel Tank hoses.. 
  
άAέ end nose end valance - to be 're-shape' if contractor is available. 
 
 

D1013 Turbo Project 
 
Over the past few ǿŜŜƪǎ Ψ¢he TeŀƳΩ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀ άkit of partsέ to be transported to the 
ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƻǊ ƛƴ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀ ǎǇŀǊŜ ǘǳǊōƻ ƛǎ ŀǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊƘŀǳƭ ŦƻǊ wŀƴƎŜǊǎ Ψ.Ω ŜƴƎƛƴŜΦ  
 
Two new metal boxes (picture 1) were obtained for the transportation of ǘƘŜ άkitέ along with a new lifting 
eye (picture 2) which had to be especially made for the rotor assembly for lifting safety compliance with the 
contractor.  
 
The άkit of partsέ includes a support bracket and stand (pictures о ϧ пύ ǿƛǘƘ н ǎŜǘǎ ƻŦ ŎƭŀƳǇ ōǳǎƘŜǎ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ Ψ!Ω 
ŀƴŘ Ψ.Ω όǇƛŎture 5) to make sure the correct ones are available to the contractor.  
 
This is because the 2 different turbo manufacturers apparently used a different angle of taper on the rotor 
shaft. (the taper is visible in picture 2).  
 
Various special tools for dismantling and assembly have also been put together (picture 6). 
 
Just a few more shims to obtain and then all should be ready for dispatch. 
 
  



Picture 1 ς the metal boxes and the gathering of parts. 
 

 
 
Picture 2 - New Lifting Eye mounted on a spare rotor. 
 

 
 



Picture 3 - Support Bracket with ά.έ ōǳǎƘŜǎ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ. 

 

 
 
Picture 4 - Support Bracket Stand. 
 

 



Picture 5 - {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ .ǊŀŎƪŜǘ ά!έ ŎƭŀƳǇ ōǳǎƘŜǎ. 

 

 
 
Picture 6 - Various tools. 
 

 



News Update ς May 2025  (All pictures supplied by Working Members present at the time) 

 
Saturday 3rd May 
 
Work completed at .ǊƛŘƎƴƻǊǘƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǇǊƛƳŜ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ п ƴŜǿ ǇŜŘŜǎǘŀƭ ōǊŀŎƪŜǘǎ ŦƻǊ 5млмоΩǎ ōƻƎƛŜ ƻǾŜǊƘŀǳƭΣ 
preparation of tooling for the brake cylinder overhauls, the fitting of new bearings to eight new spring hangers 
including circlips, and the continuation of the spare pre-heater rebuild, with testing due over the next few 
weeks. Other work to be completed includes the reassembly of the equalising beams with the pedestal 
brackets, the beams firstly need the top hat bushes welding back on. A great team at Bridgnorth included 
Graham G, Richard H, Paul M, Stuart J & Roger Fry. The following picture shows the four pedestal brackets 
having been prime painted. 

 

 
 
Wednesday 7th May 
 
!ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ 5млсн ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ /ƻǳǊƛŜǊΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ Řŀȅ ƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ƛƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ млǘƘ aŀȅΣ a number of small 
minor jobs were called out as being required ς and of course firstly, the locomotive required a good clean, 
ōƻǘƘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎƛŘŜΗ ¢ƘŜ ƭƻŎƻƳƻǘƛǾŜΩǎ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ ōȅ 5ŀǊǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ wƻōƛƴΦ 

 

 



Darren showing that he can wash as well as drive, there is no end to the number of skills that he has under his 

belt  

 
 

Later in the day, D1062 is seen on the platform at Kidderminster as part of a test run to Bewdley & back. The 
5¢DΩǎ 5млмр ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǎŜŜƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ ƻƴ ŀ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘǊŀƛƴΦ 

 

 
 

An issue during the day with one of the AVR boards was quickly rectified with a replacement being fitted. 

 

 
 

A successful day overall, with all minor jobs completed and the locomotive being signed off ready for traffic. 

Saturday 10th May Part 1 ς The South Devon Explorer 



As mentioned earlier, Saturday 10th May brought a Western back to the mainline with The Diesel Traction 
GroupΩs D1015 Western Champion and The South Devon Explorer travelling from Birmingham to Plymouth. A 
good number of WLA Members were on the train experiencing and supporting this memorable event. D1015 
put in a magnificent performance as can be seen in some of the pictures below. 
 

 
 
The service is seen approaching Oxford right on time at 09.08am. What a sign to see a Class 52 approaching 
the platforms at Oxford ahead of a great run all the way to Plymouth. 

 

 
 

Upon arrival at Plymouth, the crowds gathered, as the locomotive started to cool, ahead of its return to home 
and stopover at Laira TMD. 



 
 

A magnificent sight as the locomotive and stock is seen at the platform at Plymouth. 

 

 
 



 
 
Of course, a mandatory trip to the waterfront at The Barbican and the sampling of some local fayre ς by which 
I mean fish & chips, being enjoyed by Andy, Paul & John. 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Departing a few minutes late from Plymouth, the service was soon meandering its way up the scenic South 
Devn Railway arriving at Buckfastleigh behind schedule, although a reduced stopover at the lovely location put 
the service back on schedule, ready for a spirited run back to Bristol and on to Oxford. 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

D1015 is seen in this last picture back at Oxford ahead of schedule, prior to its departure and run back to 
Birmingham. I was worried that I might miss my connecting service from Oxford, but Champion proved that 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ άŦƭŜǿέ ŦǊƻƳ .Ǌƛǎǘƻƭ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ 5ƛŘŎƻǘ ŀƴŘ ǳǇ 
to Oxford. 

 

 
 



And one for the album, ǘǿƻ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ ŎŜƭŜōǊƛǘƛŜǎ ǇƻǎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5¢DΩǎ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴ ŀǘ tƭȅƳƻǳǘƘ ς a 
day full of great memories for all that took part. 

 

 
 
 
 
Saturday 10th May ς Part II & D1062Ωǎ 1st Operating Day & The Western Memorial. 
 
Coop and a number of Working Members ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {±w ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ 5млснΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻǳǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ 
As this weekend was at the end of a week of VE Day Anniversary Celebrations, it was decided that we would 
carry The Western Memorial Headboard, seen here at Kidderminster at the start of the day. 

 

 
 



Later at Hampton Loade, the temporary terminus of the Severn Valley Railway due to the landslip blocking the 
route through to Bridgnorth, meaning that all services run around at Hampton Loade (or Top & Tail) prior to 
returning to Kidderminster. 
 
I am pleased to be able to report that as I write, work has started on the repairs to the landslip and hopefully 
we will soon have a full-length railway again. 

 

 
 
Sunday 11th May 
 
Sunday 11th May and a second day of D1062 on service trains, but later in the day is recorded at 
YƛŘŘŜǊƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 5¢DΩǎ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴ ǊŜǘǳǊƴǎ ƘƻƳŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ƭƛƴŜ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ tƭȅƳƻǳǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
previous day. 

 

 



Always a great sight, ǘǿƻ /ƭŀǎǎ рнΩǎ ǎƛŘŜ ōȅ ǎƛŘŜΣ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ мфтлǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƻǳōƭŜ 
Headboards also! 
 

 
 

 
 
  



And a few more from our 1st weekend of operations, supplied by Mark Perry. With D1049 Western Lady also 
ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ 5¢DΩǎ IȅƳŜƪ тлнфΦ 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
  



Thanks Mark for these memories. 

 

 
 
A final few from Marty. 

 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
Lǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀƭƭ ǇƭŀȅΣ ŀǎ it was business as usual at Bridgnorth with the team there were hard at work, starting with 
Richard H seen painting Equalising beam pedestal brackets, having primed them the previous week. The smoke 
ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŦǊƻƳ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ ōǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Pannier 7714! 
 

 



 
 
Starting switches were also in the process of being restored and painted.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
  


