
 
 

Western Locomotive Association e-Newsletter – July 2025 
 

Welcome to your July WLA e-Newsletter and your monthly update on all things WLA.  
 
Another busy, and at times, very warm month, with D1062 out and about on the Severn Valley on Sunday 1st 
June (the last day of a 9 day operating stint and she performed faultlessly across all 9 days!), on The Severn 
Valley Railway’s Supporters Day on Friday 20th June, followed by two more days on Saturday 21st and Sunday 
22nd June. 
 
A number of us course took the opportunity to travel behind her on Saturday 21st, seen below, with Roger 
Smith in the Driver’s Seat, and Mark SJ, Peter Bamber, Dave Hewell and Marty Kent looking forward to an 
enjoyable day out. 
 

 
 
Operating dates in July are Friday 4th when we are operating a Driver Footplate Experience, followed by 
Saturday 5th and Sunday 6th July when we will be operating two return services. 
 
On Saturday 13th we are in charge of a Charter Service, but back on public duty on Sunday 13th July. 
 
D1062 is then booked over the pit for an exam from Sunday 20th to Wednesday 23rd. 
 
Our Diesel Footplate Experience on Friday 25th July as this is the day that hopefully the railway re-opens to 
Bridgnorth and The Flying Scotsman is appearing at the railway. 
 



Then hopefully we are off to Derby to be part of the Rail 200 The Greatest Gathering event at the start of 
August. 
 
We welcomed a number of new Working Members this month to the team and Lily is already contributing to 
this e-Newsletter by allowing by to share the great picture of D1062 and her “reflection.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 





I have also been asked to share the following for any of you visiting Derby at the start of August for The Rail 
200 Greatest Gathering event. 
 
Not too far from Derby Station there is an interesting pub called The Alexandra Hotel that has a large amount 
of railwayana on display in the bar and the cab of a Class 37 in the car park ! (37 411 / D6990) 
 
Apparently the choice of ales is also quite good. 
 

 
 

 
 

That’s it for this month, I hope you enjoy the newsletter and please keep sending in your contributions. 

 



In this e-Newsletter 
 
Features in this e-Newsletter include the following: 
 

• News from The Chair. 

• D1013 – A Progress Update  

• D1048 – A Progress Update  

• Monthly News Updates – an update on all that has been happening over the last month. 

• Western Courier re-visited  

• Whizzo Woods. 

• Sales Team Update. 

• Membership News. 

• Book of the Month. 

• Media Coverage. 

• Severn Valley Railway News – Running Dates & Events.  

• Members Forum & Gallery – where we hear directly from you, our WLA membership. 

• Closing Notes & Book Ends. 
 
Of course, the usual reminder - the aim of this e-Newsletter is to keep you up to date on all things “WLA” – 
what we have been doing and what is being planned along with anything else that we think you will find 
interesting. Your feedback and suggestions regarding what you want to see and read are important, so please 
do share, and please do not hold back!  
 
And please send in anything that you think will be of interest to your fellow members – memories, 
photographs, stories and articles - and help to keep this e-Newsletter alive and interesting and informative. 
 
 

  





 

D1013 – A Progress Update  
 
Below is the report from last month – this month some great progress has been made, see updates below. 
 
 
D1013 has now been re-located in the TMD although an issue with the jacks has delayed the planned lift. 
 
Here are our objectives for the time that the locomotive is inside. 
 
(D1013’s “B” end bogie was also scheduled to be moved over the pit at the same time, but this move has also 
been delayed.)  
Still outstanding 
  
Thrust Bracket 'machining' to be completed, although we still have to work with our contractor and arrange a 
'viewing' of what is required. 
Completed 
 
Work to be done :- 
 
Lift out “B” end Cooler Group for the welding in of the gutter drainpipe, refit the Cooler Group and re-connect. 
Completed 
 
Disconnect and remove both pre-heaters. 
Completed 
  
“A” end bogie - scrape and clean the underside of the bogie in preparation for NDT and Torque Arm rubber 
replacement. )If cleaning is attacked immediately D1013 is in the TMD, we may be able to have the NDT and 
Torque Arm rubbers carried out.) 
Work in Progress 
  
“B” end Engine - lift back in. 
Decision made to delay until later 
  
Nose end Air Receivers pipework modifications to be completed. 
Outstanding 
  
Refit Fuel Tank hoses. 
Outstanding 
 
“A” end nose end valance - to be 're-shape' if contractor is available. 
Outstanding 
 

 
  



D1048 – A Progress Update  
 
This weekend just past, a team has been progressing the evaluation / assessment work on D1048 and all 3 
Final Drives on “A” End Bogie have been cleaned, drained, inspected and filled with new oil. Greasing has also 
been carried out to prevent any deterioration and to aid with the future preservation. 
 
Particular focus was on No 2 Final Drive as this is believed to have run hot many years ago, but a visual 
inspection revealed it to be in good condition. Further investigations will be carried out at a later date. 
 

 
 

 
 



News Update – June 2025  (All pictures supplied by Working Members present at the time) 

 
Sunday 1st June 
 
Sunday 1st June and D1062 was operating for the 9th day in a row, having started this marathon stint back on 
Saturday 24th May. “A great start to the first day of the month” – quote from Roger Smith in the Driver’s Seat 
on D1062.  
 

 
 
As part of a driver’s role, staring the engines is a pretty important job, following the pre-heating of the 
locomotive. 
 
Modern technology of course plays its part – warning Roger that it’s a loud environment! 
 

 



Our Chairman’s Post “9 Day” report, having driven the locomotive for the last three days, read as follows:- 
 
“ A great three days on D1062, really impressed with how clean and tidy everything was, how the locomotive 
performed, braking spot on and pre-heaters working like a dream come true!! Thanks to all those who have 
done some amazing work! The locomotive is the best it has ever been in my opinion. D1062 is currently in CS1, 
fuel gage currently reading 400 gallons after taking in 150 gallons yesterday morning. Oil levels will need 
topping up and the door lock on “A” end second man’s side needs some attention. Thanks again and keep up 
the good work. Roger!” 

 

Monday 2nd June 

 
The service engineer attended the TMD to rectify the issue with the lifting jacks – allowing us to then lift D1013 
and roll out the “accommodation bogie” which was placed outside and covered over. This then allows us 
access to the underside of D1013 to allow the thrust brackets to be machined – the holes where they are to be 
located needing reaming out and new bolts manufactured and fitted. 
 
Back at the TMD after the 9 mega -day shift!, D1062 was seen resting in CS1. 
 

 
 

Meanwhile, inside the TMD, D1013 is seen awaiting attention. 
 

 



And with the lifting jacks repaired, at last, back up in the air 

 

 
 
The accommodation bogie was rolled out and covered. 
 

 
 



 
 

Thursday 5th June 
 
A progress update was received on the overhaul of D1013’s Turbo from our third-party contractor – it has now 
been stripped and is ready for cleaning and overhaul. 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
  



Friday 6th June 
 
The “old” container was removed, making space for the delivery of our new container later in the month. 
Thanks to Coop who was in attendance to ensure the removal operation was smooth and went to plan. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
  



Sally was busy inside the TMD progressing work on D1013’s “B” end engine which is starting to look really 
good and ready to be refitted. 
 

 
 

 
 
 



Saturday 7th June 
 
Following the removal of the “old” container earlier in the week, the area was cleared, levelled and sleepers 
put in place ahead of the arrival of the new container.  
 

 
 
Coop and Paul are seen reading the “spirit” level to ensure it will sit correctly – “definitely level” they were 
heard to say. 
 

 



Also, ahead of annual testing, our cambox lifting tool, head lifting tool and bottle jack were taken out of 
storage and made available for inspection. 
 

 
 
Plus, some more engine painting and arrows re-instated on one side. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Wednesday 11th June 

 
Members of Bath Railway Society joined us at Kidderminster for a TMD Tour – an enjoyable couple of hours 
were spent showing them around and detailing the work that we do. D1048 and D1062 looking magnificent in 
the sunshine. 
 

 
 

D821 was out on and about that day and impressed all as she passed the TMD. 
 

 



D1062 was happy to entertain some of the society members that used to work on the locomotives back in the 
1970s at Swindon. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



A great day was had, both around the TMD and watching the passing action. 

 

 
 

 
 



Friday 13th June 
 
Sally was back in her favourite place and painting from within the “V” 
 

 
 

 


