
 
 

Western Locomotive Association e-Newsletter ς October 2025 
 

Welcome to your October WLA e-Newsletter and your monthly update on all things WLA.  
 
Another month has flown past, and another busy month with lots of hydraulic action and of course, lots 
happening behind the scenes. 
 
!ƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ Ŝ-Newsletter, with D1062 making a spirited departure from 
Kidderminster on Saturday 13th September, with our very own Chairman at the controls!  
 
Thanks to Mel Holley from Trackside Magazine for capturing this image and sharing with us. 
 

 
 
D1062 was out and about almost every weekend during September, and I hope many of you has the chance to 
rise behind and enjoy the sights and sounds. 
 
The month started with 2 days of running on Saturday 6th and Sunday 7th during the GB Railfreight Weekend at 
The Severn Valley ς good crowds were in attendance who had the chance to see exactly what a diesel 
hydraulic can do! 
 
On Monday 8th September, we continued to spread the word with an excellent evening presenting our story to 
The Oxfordshire Railway Society ς if you know of any clubs that would like us to present to them, please do let 
us know. 
 



Then the following weekend, Saturday 13th and Sunday 14th, we were at it again with Mr Smith putting on a 
great show, his last turn of the year. 
 
A weekend off on Saturday 20th and Sunday 21st but we went out in style ς our last turns of the year, on Friday 
26th with an amazing Diesel Footplate Experience Day and then a final two days on the Severn Valley over 
Saturday  27th and Sunday 28th. 
 
Of course all is fully reported in this e-Newsletter. 
 
.ǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ς and now as we approach our Annual General Meeting on Saturday 15th November, 
thoughts are turning towards the Winter Maintenance Program for D1062 and a BIG push to progress D1013 
and complete her ongoing overhaul ς the ambition being to start D1013 in 2026 and have her ready for some 
celebrations in 2027, to mark the 50th anniversary of that last tour. 
 
Back to the start of the month, and Mike Tromans was busy working at the TMD on Tuesday 2nd September 
and took this classis view ς a Western looking at its very best. 
 

 
 
 

  



Finishing this month with an update from Andy Collett who has shared that he has received a great response 
to his ŀǇǇŜŀƭ ƛƴ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ Ŝ-bŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ǘƻ ŀŘŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ψ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ wŜǉǳƛŜƳΩ ǾƛŘŜƻ ǘƘŀǘ he 
is currently compiling.  
 
He passes on his thanks to all of those who got in touch, and there is still time if anyone else has something 
they would like to contribute.  
 
His email address is andy@servicewithahug.com 
 
Additionally, he is now in the process of pinning down locations and wonders if there are any members who 
can assist with this. He has made a video showing nine locations that he feels sure some members will be able 
to identify where they are. There are some excellent clues (such as signal ID plates) but so far, ƘŜ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ 
managed to solve the mystery. 
 
So here is the CHALLENGE - The link to the video is https://youtu.be/kVTDTUz8WMI if anyone fancies doing a 
bit of detective work - which would be much appreciated! 
 
As a sign off, we are all preparing now to attend the Severn Valley Railways Autumn Diesel Gala ς  65 Years of 
Class 37s. Although there is no hydraulic operations planned, we will be at Kidderminster with our Sales Stand 
so please come and say hello, and of course bring your wallets and purses, as Mr Bamber has been busy and 
there are lots of new items available ς including of course our range of 2026 calendars. 
 
See you there! 
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In this e-Newsletter 
 
Features in this e-Newsletter include the following: 
 

¶ News from The Chair. 

¶ Notice of WLA 51st AGM, 2025 

¶ D1013 ς A Progress Update  

¶ D1048 ς A Progress Update  

¶ Monthly News Updates ς an update on all that has been happening over the last month. 

¶ Western Courier re-visited  

¶ Sales Team Update. 

¶ Whizzo Woods. 

¶ Membership News. 

¶ Book of the Month. 

¶ Media Coverage. 

¶ Severn Valley Railway News ς Running Dates & Events.  

¶ Members Forum & Gallery ς where we hear directly from you, our WLA membership. 

¶ Closing Notes & Book Ends. 
 
Of course, the usual reminder - the aim of this e-bŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜ ƻƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ά²[!έ ς 
what we have been doing and what is being planned along with anything else that we think you will find 
interesting. Your feedback and suggestions regarding what you want to see and read are important, so please 
do share, and please do not hold back!  
 
And please send in anything that you think will be of interest to your fellow members ς memories, 
photographs, stories and articles - and help to keep this e-Newsletter alive and interesting and informative. 
 
 

  



News from the Chair 
 
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ όǿŜƭƭΣ L ƻŦǘŜƴ ǳǎŜ ƛǘ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΗύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ άƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ ǎƘƻǊǘΣ ǎƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ƛǘ ǿƘȅ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΗέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
same applies to our running seasons ς over before we know it, despite D1062 being out more than ever 
before, clocking up some 2,000 miles, with 100% availability, no less! Anyway, those long summer days 
ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƳƛǎǘŀƪŀōƭŜ ǎƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ 5млсн ǊŜǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ƻŦ Ωтс ŦƻǊ ¢ƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ōŜƘƛƴŘ 
us, just leaving the memories of times past by.  
 
Of big note is the 100% availability record of D1062, where all the hard work at the beginning of the year, 
ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǇŀƛŘ ƻŦŦ ŀƴŘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅΣ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ 5ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΣ 5млсн ǿŀǎ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ŀ ǘƻǇ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜǊΣ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘ 
what it does best ς entertain our MemōŜǊǎΣ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ {±wΩǎ /ǳǎǘƻƳŜǊǎΦ ²Ƙƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ 
thought back in 1977 that a Thousand could still operate on a preserved railway, clocking up around 2,000 
miles without any failure in traffic, let alone travel behind one on the mainline with D1015? Quite remarkable. 
And a testament to the Working Members and all those who support the preservation movement in whatever 
ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅΣ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ƻǾŜǊǿƛǎŜΗ  
 
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŦƻǊ ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜ ǘƻƻΣ ŀǎ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ 5млсн ǿŀǎ ƻǳǘ άŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎέ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 
the year, revenue earning business was also being generated! Our operating revenue generated £15.2k for the 
year (with still a bit more to come) and then we had some further payments during the month from HMRC 
from our efforts in claiming back Gift Aid, which have so far, totalled £15.6k. Add the two together and it 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƛƴŘŜŜŘΗ 
 
Whilst mentioning Gift Aid, I must mention my son James who came down to stay with me for a few ŘŀȅǎΩ 
άƘƻƭƛŘŀȅέ ƛƴ 5ŀǿƭƛǎƘΦ IŀǾƛƴƎ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀŘŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ƭŀōƻǊƛƻǳǎΣ ǘƛƳŜ-consuming task it was to work 
ƻǳǘ DƛŦǘ !ƛŘ όǘǿƻ ǎƻƭƛŘ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ ƘŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ŀƴ LƴǇǳǘ 
and Output spread sheet with complex formulas which could communicate with our on-line Membership 
database to calculate Gift Aid automatically.  
 
!ŦǘŜǊ ǘǿƻ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ Řŀǘŀ ōŀǎŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪΣ ǿŜ ǘŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ άƳŀƴǳŀƭέ ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ŜƴŘŜŘ 
September 2024 against his new automated system, which took just 10 minutes ς the difference between the 
ǘǿƻΚ [Ŝǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŜ ǇƻǳƴŘΗ hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ƛǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōe too long before we can do a further Gift Aid claim for the 
year to September 2025, so in theory, it should be a bit of a doddle, now ς thank you James!  
 
[ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀƘŜŀŘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǿƛǘƘΣ ƴƻǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ²ƛƴǘŜǊ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ 5млснΣ ǘƘŜ 
ongoing bogie work on D1013 including the turbo and engine re-build and the ongoing work on D1048, which 
is in better condition than most of us thought! We have a Board meeting on 8th October, a committee meeting 
on 11th October and then of course, our AGM on 15th November. 
 
bƻ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ǎƻ ǎƘƻǊǘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΗ  
 
See you on the Valley!  
 
Roger Smith 
Chairman 
 

 



Notice of WLA 51st AGM, 2025 
 
15th November 2025 
 
To be held at :- 
 
Kidderminster Railway Museum 
Station Approach  
Comberton Hill  
Kidderminster  
Worcestershire 
DY10 1QX 
 
AGM Commences at 12:30pm in the Royal Star Room 
 
The Western Locomotive Association Annual General Meeting will be held at Kidderminster Railway 
Museum on 15th November 2025.  
 
The venue is a short walk from Kidderminster Station.  
 
The meeting will start at 12:30 in the Royal Star Room.  
 
This will be our 51st AGM.  
 
As a Company Limited by guarantee and a registered charity we are bound to holding an AGM every year 
and it is an important part of our governance where members can ensure the Association is being run 
properly. With the success over recent years of recruiting almost double the number of Members comes 
the need in making sure we have as many Members vote on resolutions put forward by the Board and 
Committee. As part of our Articles of Association (our charity and business governing rules) we must have 
at least 7.5% of Members voting either face to face at the AGM or via Proxy vote to be quorum. Please 
come along to the AGM to hear about the running of the WLA and our successes/challenges over the course 
of 2025, and plans for 2026, and of course your opportunity to vote on resolutions put forwards. This is 
made even more important this year as ǿŜΩƭƭ be voting on changes to our Articles of Association, including 
the addition of D1048, and any other Western locomotives, to our Objects. If you cannot attend as a 
minimum please vote on these changes and election/re-election of Committee Officers by Proxy vote. This 
year we are again going to provide a short introduction for all Committee Members standing for re-
election/election so you can meet the Team. We will provide Proxy voting forms approximately a month 
before the AGM. These will be provided by email to those Members who we have a registered email 
address, or by post to Members who we only have a registered postal address. This will undoubtedly save 
the WLA costs on printing and postage that can be used elsewhere for our locomotives. If you would like 
to provide your email address if you ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ already for future use please let us know by contacting us here 
https://westernlocomotives.com/contact-us/ . 
 
Non-members can come along and hear all about the running of the Association but will not be able to 
vote on matters arising.  
 
Peter Bamber and the Sales Team will hopefully be bringing along some of the latest array of sales items 
on the day and hopefully our Membership Secretary will also hopefully be in attendance allowing you to 
renew your membership for 2026 on the day if you wish. It should be noted that it is very easy to renew 
your Membership on our website now using the following website address  
https://westernlocomotives.com/membership-account/membership-levels/.  
You can even opt to auto-renew each year, which means ȅƻǳΩƭƭ never forget to renew again!!  
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The Agenda for our AGM is currently as follows below :- 
 
ü Apologies for absence (please forward to the Secretary by post or email 

ian_c_clayton@yahoo.co.uk) 
 
ü Minutes of the 2024 AGM  

 
ü Matters arising (please forward any items including resolutions to the Secretary by email or post 

no later than 28 days before the meeting) 
 
ü /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΩǎ and Board Report by Roger Smith 

 
ü Engineering updates on our 3 locomotives D1062, D1013, and D1048 (including the latest on the 

full engineering assessment of the latter) 
 
ü Officer Reports 

 
ü Changes to our Articles of Association including changes to our Objects to include D1048 and any 

other Western locomotive. 
 
ü Resolution to accept the proposed changes to our Articles of Association and Objects put 

forward by Committee. 
 
ü Resolution of Election of Officers 

 
ü Any other business including potential 2026 events 

 
ü Dates of 2026 meetings and AGM 

 
ü Close and end of formal proceedings. 

 
Possible film/slide show or talk ς please contact the Secretary if you are interested or know anyone who 
may be interested in presenting. 
 
 

D1013 ς A Progress Update  
 
The next progress update will be reported at the up-and-coming AGM on 15th November. 
 

D1048 ς A Progress Update  
 
The next progress update will be reported at the up-and-coming AGM on 15th November. 
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News Update ς September 2025  (All pictures supplied by Working Members) 

 

Tuesday 2nd September 
 
A team including Mike & Mark were at the TMD at the start of the month ϧ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ȅŀǊŘ ǾƛŜǿǎ Χ 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 



Friday 5th September 
 
Ahead of driving turns on Saturday 6th September, Darren had a productive day working on our locomotives. 
 
Following on from Mark servicing D1062 over the previous weekend, Darren completed a number of additional 
jobs including charging the batteries, topping up the coolant and replacing a vacuum bag O ring. Engines were 
also barred over following the recent rain. 
 
Some attention was also given to No 11 Wheel Brake Adjuster which had worked loose, showing the 
importance of marking fixings so that any issues and movement become visible. 
 
! ŦǳŜƭ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ƎŀǳƎŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ŀǘ ά.έ ŜƴŘΣ ƛŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǿƛƭƭΣ ά!έ ŜƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ŀƭǎƻΦ ! ŦǳŜƭ 
system test was also carried out as we are considering replacing the fuel pumps over the winter maintenance 
period. 
 
!ǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜƴ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ 5млмоΩǎ ōƻƎƛŜ ŀƴŘ ōƻƭǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƻƻǎŜƴŜŘ ƻƴ bƻ р Cƛƴŀƭ 5ǊƛǾŜ ŎŀǎƛƴƎ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ 
removal and the replacement of a broken bolt, which will be the next task to be completed. 
 
²Ŝ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŘǊƛǾŜ ŎŀǎƛƴƎΧ 

 

 
 

 



 
 

And the replacement bolt to be fitted. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



Saturday 6th September ς Severn Valley Railway GBRf Event 
 
Thanks to Steve Widdowson for his picture of D1062 participating in the GBRf event at The Severn Valley. 
Other pictures will feature in the next Western Courier Magazine (Spring 2026!) 

 

 
 

Thanks also to Mark SJ for the following contributions from the same day, starting with a couple of excellent 
shots of D1062. 
 

 
 
 



 
 

And ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ƭŀǎǘ Ǌǳƴǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ŜǾŜǊƴ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ άǳǇ ƴƻǊǘƘ ǘƻ .ǳǊȅ ς 40 106. 
 

 
 

  



 
 

Also ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎΣ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ tŜǘŜǊ {ǘƻƪŜǎΧΦΦ 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
Monday 8th September 
 
Over Monday 9th and Tuesday 9th, a number of parts were transported to Burton and Lincoln, another big step 
in the return to service of D1013. 
 
We start with a picture of Greg with the van used to move the equalising beams and turbo components, and 
then the parts in the van collected from Lincoln that have already been completed and ready for the journey 
back to Kidderminster. 
 

 
 



 
 
Back at Kidderminster on the 9th, a reflection of a Class 20 is recorded on D1062! 
 

 
 

  



On the same day, we presented to The Oxfordshire Railway Society ς The audience looking the wrong way! 
 

 
 



How long do we have? 
 

 
Lƴ Ŧǳƭƭ ŦƭƻǿΧΦΦ 
 

 
 
  



The audience are rivetted. 
 

 
 

 
Saturday 13th September 
 
Our chairman was out driving D1062 for the last time (this season), and with unsettled weather threatening to 
ǎŜŜ άƘƛƳέ ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǎƻŀƪƛƴƎΗ 

 

 
 



 
 

Lǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǇǊƻƳƛǎƛƴƎΧΦΦ 

 

 
 
  



But alas, the rain soon arrived. 

 

 
 

Captured ŀƭǎƻ ōȅ 5ŀǾŜ I ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ŀ ōǳǎȅ Řŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢a5 ǿƛǘƘ DǊŀƘŀƳ D ŀƴŘ /ƻƻǇΧ Courier caught sunbathing 
with both pre-heaters running. Chairman was driving with big Mark as his 2nd man. 
 

 
 



And the 1st first two overhauled brake cylinders were refitted to the bogie with air pipes also connected by 
Graham and myself. 
 

 
 

And the next area of the bogie that needs cleaning, prior to further NDT ς here as pointed out! 
 

 
 

  



[ŜǘΩǎ ŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΩǎ 5ƛŀǊȅ, starting with the man himself, and his 2nd man 
for the day. 
 

 
 

 
 



D1062 ready for the start of the day in the bay at Kidderminster. 
 

 
 

 
 
  



And a few ƳƻǊŜ ǾƛŜǿǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǊŀƪŜ ŎȅƭƛƴŘŜǊǎ ŦƛǘǘŜŘ ƻƴ 5млмоΩǎ ά!έ ŜƴŘ ōƻƎƛŜΦ 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

Mark Perry was also recording events on the 13thΧΦ 
 
His first picture shows D1062 propelling the stock into Platform 2 past the new Radar signal gantry currently 
being installed as part of the platform extension project. 
 

 
 

  



D1062 is then seen ready for the off, and again, our chairman looking proud as he prepares for his last driving 
turn on the locomotive in 2025. Ending with Lil caught in the back cab as D1062 departs with the 12.30 service 
to Bridgnorth. 

 

 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
Saturday 20th September 
 
Hydraulics dominate in the view of the yard outside the TMD a few days before the start of the weekend. 
 

 
 
  



By the weekend, Courier was tucked away inside the Carriage Shed in CS5. 
 

 
 

The team in the TMD ǿŜǊŜ ōǳǎȅ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǎǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ 5млмоΩǎ ά!έ ŜƴŘ ōƻƎƛŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ 
escaped attention to date. 
 

 
 

  



 
 

  


