
 
 

Western Locomotive Association e-Newsletter – October 2025 
 

Welcome to your October WLA e-Newsletter and your monthly update on all things WLA.  
 
Another month has flown past, and another busy month with lots of hydraulic action and of course, lots 
happening behind the scenes. 
 
And what a great picture to start this month’s e-Newsletter, with D1062 making a spirited departure from 
Kidderminster on Saturday 13th September, with our very own Chairman at the controls!  
 
Thanks to Mel Holley from Trackside Magazine for capturing this image and sharing with us. 
 

 
 
D1062 was out and about almost every weekend during September, and I hope many of you has the chance to 
rise behind and enjoy the sights and sounds. 
 
The month started with 2 days of running on Saturday 6th and Sunday 7th during the GB Railfreight Weekend at 
The Severn Valley – good crowds were in attendance who had the chance to see exactly what a diesel 
hydraulic can do! 
 
On Monday 8th September, we continued to spread the word with an excellent evening presenting our story to 
The Oxfordshire Railway Society – if you know of any clubs that would like us to present to them, please do let 
us know. 
 



Then the following weekend, Saturday 13th and Sunday 14th, we were at it again with Mr Smith putting on a 
great show, his last turn of the year. 
 
A weekend off on Saturday 20th and Sunday 21st but we went out in style – our last turns of the year, on Friday 
26th with an amazing Diesel Footplate Experience Day and then a final two days on the Severn Valley over 
Saturday  27th and Sunday 28th. 
 
Of course all is fully reported in this e-Newsletter. 
 
But that’s it for the year – and now as we approach our Annual General Meeting on Saturday 15th November, 
thoughts are turning towards the Winter Maintenance Program for D1062 and a BIG push to progress D1013 
and complete her ongoing overhaul – the ambition being to start D1013 in 2026 and have her ready for some 
celebrations in 2027, to mark the 50th anniversary of that last tour. 
 
Back to the start of the month, and Mike Tromans was busy working at the TMD on Tuesday 2nd September 
and took this classis view – a Western looking at its very best. 
 

 
 
 

  



Finishing this month with an update from Andy Collett who has shared that he has received a great response 
to his appeal in last month’s e-Newsletter for additional images to add to the ‘Western Requiem’ video that he 
is currently compiling.  
 
He passes on his thanks to all of those who got in touch, and there is still time if anyone else has something 
they would like to contribute.  
 
His email address is andy@servicewithahug.com 
 
Additionally, he is now in the process of pinning down locations and wonders if there are any members who 
can assist with this. He has made a video showing nine locations that he feels sure some members will be able 
to identify where they are. There are some excellent clues (such as signal ID plates) but so far, he hasn’t 
managed to solve the mystery. 
 
So here is the CHALLENGE - The link to the video is https://youtu.be/kVTDTUz8WMI if anyone fancies doing a 
bit of detective work - which would be much appreciated! 
 
As a sign off, we are all preparing now to attend the Severn Valley Railways Autumn Diesel Gala –  65 Years of 
Class 37s. Although there is no hydraulic operations planned, we will be at Kidderminster with our Sales Stand 
so please come and say hello, and of course bring your wallets and purses, as Mr Bamber has been busy and 
there are lots of new items available – including of course our range of 2026 calendars. 
 
See you there! 
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In this e-Newsletter 
 
Features in this e-Newsletter include the following: 
 

• News from The Chair. 

• Notice of WLA 51st AGM, 2025 

• D1013 – A Progress Update  

• D1048 – A Progress Update  

• Monthly News Updates – an update on all that has been happening over the last month. 

• Western Courier re-visited  

• Sales Team Update. 

• Whizzo Woods. 

• Membership News. 

• Book of the Month. 

• Media Coverage. 

• Severn Valley Railway News – Running Dates & Events.  

• Members Forum & Gallery – where we hear directly from you, our WLA membership. 

• Closing Notes & Book Ends. 
 
Of course, the usual reminder - the aim of this e-Newsletter is to keep you up to date on all things “WLA” – 
what we have been doing and what is being planned along with anything else that we think you will find 
interesting. Your feedback and suggestions regarding what you want to see and read are important, so please 
do share, and please do not hold back!  
 
And please send in anything that you think will be of interest to your fellow members – memories, 
photographs, stories and articles - and help to keep this e-Newsletter alive and interesting and informative. 
 
 

  



News from the Chair 
 
There’s a good saying (well, I often use it anyway!) and that’s “life is short, so enjoy it why you can!” and the 
same applies to our running seasons – over before we know it, despite D1062 being out more than ever 
before, clocking up some 2,000 miles, with 100% availability, no less! Anyway, those long summer days 
frequented by the unmistakable sound of D1062 replicating the summer of ’76 for Thousands are now behind 
us, just leaving the memories of times past by.  
 
Of big note is the 100% availability record of D1062, where all the hard work at the beginning of the year, 
really paid off and certainly, from a Driver’s perspective, D1062 was indeed a top performer, reliable and did 
what it does best – entertain our Members, Supporters and of course, the SVR’s Customers. Who would have 
thought back in 1977 that a Thousand could still operate on a preserved railway, clocking up around 2,000 
miles without any failure in traffic, let alone travel behind one on the mainline with D1015? Quite remarkable. 
And a testament to the Working Members and all those who support the preservation movement in whatever 
capacity, as it simply wouldn’t happen overwise!  
 
September was also a remarkable month for revenue too, as whilst D1062 was out “doing the business” during 
the year, revenue earning business was also being generated! Our operating revenue generated £15.2k for the 
year (with still a bit more to come) and then we had some further payments during the month from HMRC 
from our efforts in claiming back Gift Aid, which have so far, totalled £15.6k. Add the two together and it 
doesn’t take much to work out that September was a very good month indeed! 
 
Whilst mentioning Gift Aid, I must mention my son James who came down to stay with me for a few days’ 
“holiday” in Dawlish. Having been made aware of the extremely laborious, time-consuming task it was to work 
out Gift Aid (two solid days of work for each year’s submission, he volunteered his services to set up an Input 
and Output spread sheet with complex formulas which could communicate with our on-line Membership 
database to calculate Gift Aid automatically.  
 
After two days of data base programming work, we tested the last “manual” submission for the year ended 
September 2024 against his new automated system, which took just 10 minutes – the difference between the 
two? Less than one pound! Of course, it won’t be too long before we can do a further Gift Aid claim for the 
year to September 2025, so in theory, it should be a bit of a doddle, now – thank you James!  
 
Looking ahead, there’s still much to be getting on with, not least Winter maintenance work on D1062, the 
ongoing bogie work on D1013 including the turbo and engine re-build and the ongoing work on D1048, which 
is in better condition than most of us thought! We have a Board meeting on 8th October, a committee meeting 
on 11th October and then of course, our AGM on 15th November. 
 
No wonder life’s so short, with so much going on!  
 
See you on the Valley!  
 
Roger Smith 
Chairman 
 

 



Notice of WLA 51st AGM, 2025 
 
15th November 2025 
 
To be held at :- 
 
Kidderminster Railway Museum 
Station Approach  
Comberton Hill  
Kidderminster  
Worcestershire 
DY10 1QX 
 
AGM Commences at 12:30pm in the Royal Star Room 
 
The Western Locomotive Association Annual General Meeting will be held at Kidderminster Railway 
Museum on 15th November 2025.  
 
The venue is a short walk from Kidderminster Station.  
 
The meeting will start at 12:30 in the Royal Star Room.  
 
This will be our 51st AGM.  
 
As a Company Limited by guarantee and a registered charity we are bound to holding an AGM every year 
and it is an important part of our governance where members can ensure the Association is being run 
properly. With the success over recent years of recruiting almost double the number of Members comes 
the need in making sure we have as many Members vote on resolutions put forward by the Board and 
Committee. As part of our Articles of Association (our charity and business governing rules) we must have 
at least 7.5% of Members voting either face to face at the AGM or via Proxy vote to be quorum. Please 
come along to the AGM to hear about the running of the WLA and our successes/challenges over the course 
of 2025, and plans for 2026, and of course your opportunity to vote on resolutions put forwards. This is 
made even more important this year as we’ll be voting on changes to our Articles of Association, including 
the addition of D1048, and any other Western locomotives, to our Objects. If you cannot attend as a 
minimum please vote on these changes and election/re-election of Committee Officers by Proxy vote. This 
year we are again going to provide a short introduction for all Committee Members standing for re-
election/election so you can meet the Team. We will provide Proxy voting forms approximately a month 
before the AGM. These will be provided by email to those Members who we have a registered email 
address, or by post to Members who we only have a registered postal address. This will undoubtedly save 
the WLA costs on printing and postage that can be used elsewhere for our locomotives. If you would like 
to provide your email address if you haven’t already for future use please let us know by contacting us here 
https://westernlocomotives.com/contact-us/ . 
 
Non-members can come along and hear all about the running of the Association but will not be able to 
vote on matters arising.  
 
Peter Bamber and the Sales Team will hopefully be bringing along some of the latest array of sales items 
on the day and hopefully our Membership Secretary will also hopefully be in attendance allowing you to 
renew your membership for 2026 on the day if you wish. It should be noted that it is very easy to renew 
your Membership on our website now using the following website address  
https://westernlocomotives.com/membership-account/membership-levels/.  
You can even opt to auto-renew each year, which means you’ll never forget to renew again!!  
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The Agenda for our AGM is currently as follows below :- 
 

➢ Apologies for absence (please forward to the Secretary by post or email 
ian_c_clayton@yahoo.co.uk) 

 
➢ Minutes of the 2024 AGM  

 
➢ Matters arising (please forward any items including resolutions to the Secretary by email or post 

no later than 28 days before the meeting) 
 

➢ Chairman’s and Board Report by Roger Smith 
 

➢ Engineering updates on our 3 locomotives D1062, D1013, and D1048 (including the latest on the 
full engineering assessment of the latter) 

 
➢ Officer Reports 

 
➢ Changes to our Articles of Association including changes to our Objects to include D1048 and any 

other Western locomotive. 
 

➢ Resolution to accept the proposed changes to our Articles of Association and Objects put 
forward by Committee. 

 
➢ Resolution of Election of Officers 

 
➢ Any other business including potential 2026 events 

 
➢ Dates of 2026 meetings and AGM 

 
➢ Close and end of formal proceedings. 

 
Possible film/slide show or talk – please contact the Secretary if you are interested or know anyone who 
may be interested in presenting. 
 
 

D1013 – A Progress Update  
 
The next progress update will be reported at the up-and-coming AGM on 15th November. 
 

D1048 – A Progress Update  
 
The next progress update will be reported at the up-and-coming AGM on 15th November. 
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News Update – September 2025  (All pictures supplied by Working Members) 

 

Tuesday 2nd September 
 
A team including Mike & Mark were at the TMD at the start of the month & shared the following yard views … 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 



Friday 5th September 
 
Ahead of driving turns on Saturday 6th September, Darren had a productive day working on our locomotives. 
 
Following on from Mark servicing D1062 over the previous weekend, Darren completed a number of additional 
jobs including charging the batteries, topping up the coolant and replacing a vacuum bag O ring. Engines were 
also barred over following the recent rain. 
 
Some attention was also given to No 11 Wheel Brake Adjuster which had worked loose, showing the 
importance of marking fixings so that any issues and movement become visible. 
 
A fuel pressure gauge was also replaced at “B” end, if this works will, “A” end will be replaced also. A fuel 
system test was also carried out as we are considering replacing the fuel pumps over the winter maintenance 
period. 
 
Attention then turned to D1013’s bogie and bolts were loosened on No 5 Final Drive casing ready for its 
removal and the replacement of a broken bolt, which will be the next task to be completed. 
 
We start with some pictures of the final drive casing… 

 

 
 

 



 
 

And the replacement bolt to be fitted. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



Saturday 6th September – Severn Valley Railway GBRf Event 
 
Thanks to Steve Widdowson for his picture of D1062 participating in the GBRf event at The Severn Valley. 
Other pictures will feature in the next Western Courier Magazine (Spring 2026!) 

 

 
 

Thanks also to Mark SJ for the following contributions from the same day, starting with a couple of excellent 
shots of D1062. 
 

 
 
 



 
 

And enjoying her last runs on the Severn Valley before returning “up north to Bury – 40 106. 
 

 
 

  



 
 

Also attending the event and sharing memories, thanks to Peter Stokes….. 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
Monday 8th September 
 
Over Monday 9th and Tuesday 9th, a number of parts were transported to Burton and Lincoln, another big step 
in the return to service of D1013. 
 
We start with a picture of Greg with the van used to move the equalising beams and turbo components, and 
then the parts in the van collected from Lincoln that have already been completed and ready for the journey 
back to Kidderminster. 
 

 
 



 
 
Back at Kidderminster on the 9th, a reflection of a Class 20 is recorded on D1062! 
 

 
 

  



On the same day, we presented to The Oxfordshire Railway Society – The audience looking the wrong way! 
 

 
 



How long do we have? 
 

 
In full flow….. 
 

 
 
  



The audience are rivetted. 
 

 
 

 
Saturday 13th September 
 
Our chairman was out driving D1062 for the last time (this season), and with unsettled weather threatening to 
see “him” out with a good soaking! 

 

 
 



 
 

It started promising….. 

 

 
 
  



But alas, the rain soon arrived. 

 

 
 

Captured also by Dave H who had a busy day in the TMD with Graham G and Coop… Courier caught sunbathing 
with both pre-heaters running. Chairman was driving with big Mark as his 2nd man. 
 

 
 



And the 1st first two overhauled brake cylinders were refitted to the bogie with air pipes also connected by 
Graham and myself. 
 

 
 

And the next area of the bogie that needs cleaning, prior to further NDT – here as pointed out! 
 

 
 

  



Let’s end the day with another edition of The Chairman’s Diary, starting with the man himself, and his 2nd man 
for the day. 
 

 
 

 
 



D1062 ready for the start of the day in the bay at Kidderminster. 
 

 
 

 
 
  



And a few more views of the brake cylinders fitted on D1013’s “A” end bogie. 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

Mark Perry was also recording events on the 13th…. 
 
His first picture shows D1062 propelling the stock into Platform 2 past the new Radar signal gantry currently 
being installed as part of the platform extension project. 
 

 
 

  



D1062 is then seen ready for the off, and again, our chairman looking proud as he prepares for his last driving 
turn on the locomotive in 2025. Ending with Lil caught in the back cab as D1062 departs with the 12.30 service 
to Bridgnorth. 

 

 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
Saturday 20th September 
 
Hydraulics dominate in the view of the yard outside the TMD a few days before the start of the weekend. 
 

 
 
  



By the weekend, Courier was tucked away inside the Carriage Shed in CS5. 
 

 
 

The team in the TMD were busy trying to address the less accessible parts of D1013’s “A” end bogie that had 
escaped attention to date. 
 

 
 

  



 
 

  



Friday 26th – Another Diesel Footplate Experience 
 
Our last DFE of the year and another glorious day for the lucky participants. D1062 is seen at Kidderminster 
awaiting departure to Bewdley to pick up the “drivers.” 
 

 
 

Passing the TMD, and 40 106 was captured, awaiting a return to Bury and the East Lancs Railway 
 

 



At Bewdley, the excitement was evident. Note the mandatory uniforms. 
 

 
 

And once outside and in the locomotive, the pressure was rising ! 
 

 
  



And almost ready for the “off” 
 

 
 
  



D1062 continued to bask in the sunshine at Bridgnorth. 
 

 
  



The TMD Tour saw some very old plates “reunited” with a certain Lady. 
 

 
 

 
 



And of course, the customer awarding of certificates after everyone passed their Driving Tests. 
 

 
 

And a past Chairman returned to the seat for the day. 
 

 
  



The morning DFE was very much the “Langley” DFE Event with multiple generations of “Langley” present, all 
having a morning that they will never forget. Thanks to Tim for his note below and for sharing their memories. 
 
“Just a quick note to thank you, Peter and Mark for looking after us so well on Friday. We all had a fantastic 
time and are still basking in the glow of it all! Courier was on incredible form, and it was an absolute privilege 
to be able to get behind the controls. The rest of the family also loved the day, and we are all extremely 
grateful to everyone who helped make the day possible. I have attached a few photos of the day from our 
point of view.  Thanks again and all best wishes. Tim” 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

  



 

 
 

 
 
  



Saturday 27th September 
 
Thanks to Mr Hewell for his records from Saturday 27th – two Working Members out enjoying the last 
weekend of hydraulic haulage in this first shot. 
 

 
 

Then one Working Member admiring another Working Member ! 
 

 
 
  



And it certainly looked like a fun day. 
 

 
 

 
Sunday 28th September – Our last day in operation this year! 
 
And a few shots from our last operating day of the year to bring this month to a close. We were joined for the 
day by HellFire TV who recorded our return trip – the video of the recording will be premiered at our AGM on 
15th November. And the weather was certainly on our side again. 
 

 
 



Recording equipment fitted ……. 
 

 
 

 
 

  



Being the last run of the year, lots of WLA Members present to enjoy the sights and sounds. 
 

 
 
And some lucky ones getting that ride on the locomotive experience. 
 

 
 
  



“I love that locomotive” – I am sure that is what this youngster was saying. 
 

 
 
And a classic Bridgnorth shot. 
 

 
 
 
  



Smiles everywhere. 
 

 
  



It wasn’t all “fun” all day, some of the more conscientious Working Members were busy cleaning the springs 
from D1013 – thanks to Sally & Zac. 
 

 
 

 
  



The day was soon over, & D1062 for the last time this year prepares to return to the TMD. 
 

 
 

But one final job, and interviews with HellFire TV for that video. 
 

 



So to end the season, I we are all proud to share that D0162 has operated on nearly 50 days, covering all of its 
own turns and also many others, travelling over 2,000 miles, earning the WLA significant revenues and the fact 

that we are most proud of – not missing a heartbeat and delivering 100% availability. 

 
A massive thank you to all the Working Members that make this possible and to all our members for their 
continued support, as without you, we simply could not do what we do. 
 

 
 
 
   



 

Western Courier 
 

 
 

Sixteen Years on the Westerns, Part 2, by Western Sparksman 

 
Contact with the Westerns was resumed in 1965 when, on completion of my apprenticeship, I re-entered the 
Electrical Traction Shop. From then until 1972 my time was spent on the repair and overhaul of control 
equipment for the hydraulic locomotive classes. During this period, the Westerns had many modifications 
including the fitting of dual brake / A.W. system and Driver Safety Device among dozens of other small 
electrical modifications. It allowed one the occasional “Trial” in order the check the required apparatus. 
 
In early 1971 the announcement was made that, coupled with the proposed withdrawal of most of the diesel 
hydraulic locomotives a total of 1,100 Swindon Works staff would be made redundant. This would leave a 
small percentage of the remaining workforce on component repairs for the Westerns which remained in 
traffic. It was intended that the Western class would be extinct on BR by the summer of 1975 with the final 
closure of Swindon Works to follow shortly afterwards. 
 
During these trouble times, D1062 Western Courier was withdrawn and along with other locomotives of the 
class, arrived at Swindon for scraping. However, on arrival in the “A” Shop it was subjected to a “cost of 
repairs” joint study by the electrical and mechanical shop stewards. Armed with repair assessments and costs, 
a lobby was made to BR HQ along with a plea for the retention and repair of the Westerns still in traffic. All the 
replies were in the negative. 
 
Yes, it was murder most foul and resulted in D1062 being “blacked” by the workshop staff. In order to quieten 
the situation, D1062 was removed to the turntable area and there languished until purchased by the WLA in 
1976. 
 
Following two crippling strikes by the miners and a change of government, there was a backlog of coal 
movements which helped precipitate an acute shortage of Type 4 Locomotives. This caused BR HQ to rethink 
its traction and repair policy. The end result was another eighteen months working for a fair number of the 
class and provided a lifeline to the workforce at Swindon still engaged on component repairs. Also, an upsurge 
in general railway work also meant that Swindon Works would survive the devastation of the early 1970s and 
carry on for several years and more. 
 
Spring 1976 and in a chance conversation with Graham Howell, I learned that he belonged to a group pf rail 
enthusiasts called the WLA, who intended to preserve and operate a Western and perhaps I might like to join 
them. To which I replied – “You must be b….y mad!” However, with my sanity in question, I did join and a 
couple of months later went down to the turntable and inspected the prospective purchase; I remarked that it 
might take a couple of years for restoration if one was lucky. 



As history has shown, D1062 was purchased, and restoration took seven months only. Crammed into that time 
were many thousands of man hours and burning of the midnight oil. During the months of restoration, 
members of the WLA witnessed the demise of the Western class from BR service. Fellow member and good 
friend Richard Holdsworth made a successful bid for D1013 Western Ranger. My machine safe from the cutters 
torch – what sweet irony that sixteen years after being engaged on the construction of D1013, I should now be 
engaged in her restoration. 
 
What of the future? Well, continuing restoration and maintenance of both locomotives is of prime importance 
with the hope that perhaps main line running will take place! 
 
Maybe an article entitled “Sixteen Years of Preservation“ will be written. Fourteen years to go and it will be 
issue 1073 Western Bulwark – JUST! 
 
 
Graham Howell (Honorary Vice President) works on the name and numberplates for D1062 Western Courier. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Sales Team Update 
 
Well, the operating season is over for Courier after a magnificent performance with over 2,000 miles under her 
belt and 100% availability. If you told the guys who preserved her back in 1976, I suspect the air would have 
been blue :) 
 
Of course, for the Sales Team it is still all systems go with both wall calendars and desk calendars now available 
from the online store along with our new jigsaw – “Arley Interlude”, all of which make excellent Christmas 
presents.  
 
The Autumn Gala/Diesel Bash is going to be exclusively Class 37's and of course we will be on the concourse at 
Kidderminster as usual to show the 37 bashers that there is one class of loco which is even better than theirs. 
If you're going to be at the Gala, please come and see us. 
 
And do not forget our Autumn Raffle – Tickets will be available at the Gala or can be ordered on-line up until, 
midnight on Saturday 4th October. 
 

• 1st Prize is a Driver Footplate Experience on the SVR – worth £650! 

• 2nd Prize is an On-Train Dining Experience of your choice on the SVR – worth £250 

• 3rd Prize is an A2 print, “Western Bufferstops” a pencil drawing of 2 Westerns at Kidderminster. 

• 4th Prize is a Dapol 00-gauge model of Western Ranger in maroon livery. 
 
Buy your tickets now at Raffle Tickets - Western Locomotive Association 
 
We were delighted to recently receive a superb collection of prints from Colin Marsden and the pictures 
attached show some examples with Courier in maroon FYE and  hydraulics at the Laira open day back in 1991. I 
have several sets of ten of these photos available in 6" by 4" format  and I'm offering them to members for £10 
including P&P, just email sales@westernlocomotives.com if you are interested. 
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Having just completed the stocktake for the WLA year end, at least it's not during the Gala this year!, I have a 
slightly damaged copy of Bernard Mills superb book "Western Class Locomotives - a Tribute" which is yours for 
£7.50 including P&P. The photos shown the cover and the damaged page. 
 

 
 

We also have a jigsaw looking for a new home. It was donated and has been opened but all the pieces are in a 
secure bag. Just £10 including P&P. 
 

 
 



Finally, would you like to own a piece of history? A large flake of paint from a bubble which formed on the 
bodyside of Western Lady and was carefully removed to allow the patch to be treated. It's yours if you make a 
modest donation to Lady via the website and let me know. The one in the picture is the biggest at over a foot 
wide and I have a couple of smaller ones if demand is high :) 
 

 
 
To finish with my usual request,  if you have diesel books, especially hydraulics, models or memorabilia looking 
for a new home WLA Sales can help. Just contact me and we can arrange a handover. 
 
Best regards 
Peter Bamber 
Sales Officer 
 

  



Whizzo Woods 
 

We have reached the magic number, we now have 500 trees in Whizzo Woods, - a massive thank you to 

all of you for your continued support of this initiative, now onto 1,000 trees – just another 500 to go. 
 

 
 

Trees can be purchased for just £6 – what an investment, and can be found at 
https://westernlocomotives.com/shop/a-tree-in-whizzo-woods/ 

 

 
 
Whizzo Woods was first established in April 2021 with an objective of planting 62 trees a year – further details 

can be found at – https://treesforlife.org.uk/groves/315992/ 
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Membership News 
 
Thank you to you all for your continued support. 
 
Please all remember to renew whenever you receive a reminder, or at the start of the year as your continued 
support makes it possible to do what we do. 
 
You can join the WLA, or renew your membership in three ways: 
 

• Payment by Credit Card (via Stripe) from our website – www.westernlocomotives.com 

• Joining with a membership form and paying by cheque (including renewal) – post to Paul Tucker, 
forms can be downloaded from our website – www.westernlocomotives.com 

• Downloading a Standing Order Form = as above 
 
One of your objectives is to continue to grow our membership, so please continue to talk to your friends and 
colleagues and tell them all about the WLA and what we do and see if they are interested in joining, they will 
be made very welcome.  
 
Just think, if every member persuaded one other person to join, we would double our membership! So why 
not step up to the challenge and help us to achieve our objective of doubling our membership. 

 
We are also always looking for “Working Members” to come and help us with our work on the locomotives, 
and with all of the other essential associated work carried out at Bridgnorth and Kidderminster – no specific 
skills are required to help, just enthusiasm and a good sense of humour. Of course, any engineers or railway 
professionals are VERY welcome. 
 
If you are interested in helping us, please do not hesitate to contact any Committee Member or Working 
Member directly, or contact the WLA at info@westernlocomotives.com/ or contact me at 
wp.finch@icloud.com  
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Book of the Month 
 
Of course, the publication of the month is the Autumn 2025 Edition of “Western Courier” 
Hopefully you have all received your copy – additional copies will be available on the Sales Stand at the 
Autumn Gala and on the website. 

 

 
  



Back Cover of Western Courier 
 

 
 
  



Also now available are our 2026 Calendars , the Desktop Version seen below. 

 
 

  



Media Coverage 
 
Trackside, October 2025 
 

 
 
 

 



We also had a brief mention in Rail Express, October 2025 in the article “Western Prince revival 

Progress” which is well worth a read and very encouraging. 
 

 
 
  



And finally, this month, some coverage for D10487 in the on-line publication Railway Herald, Issue 919. 
 

 
 

  



Severn Valley Railway News – Running Dates & Events 
 

 
The Severn  Valley Railway will be hosting The Autumn Diesel Gala from Thursday 2nd to Sunday 5th October. 
 

 
 
 
 
Stars of the show: 

• 37508, courtesy of Loram UK Ltd and Steve Beniston. 

• D6948 (37248), courtesy of The Growler Group and the Gloucestershire & Warwickshire Railway. 

• 37250, courtesy of Vince Minto and The Wensleydale Railway. 

• 37263, currently based on the SVR. 

• 37264, courtesy of John Harris and the North Yorkshire Moors Railway. 

• 37xxx, courtesy of West Coast Railway Company (subject to availability). 

• 37901, courtesy of Europhoenix Limited. 

• 37688, courtesy of D05 Preservation Limited and the North Yorkshire Moors Railway. 

• 37423, courtesy of Europhoenix Limited. 

• 37501, courtesy of Rail Operations Group. 
  



 
 

 
 

 
 

 



Member’s Forum & Gallery 
 
“Memories”  

 
Thanks to Jeff Edisbury for sharing and allowing me to share the following pictures from the last few years. 

 
11th May 2025 & D1062 is seen approaching Bewdley. 

 

 
 
Out of the gloom and into the light. D1062 passes Rifle Range on its way to Kidderminster on 18th May 2024 

at the SVR Spring Diesel Gala. 
 

 
 
  



15th July 2022 & D1062 passes peak 46045 at Bewdley. 

 

 
 
The DTG’s D1015 is seen approaching Highley on 22nd July 2022. 
 

 
 
  



On 11th July 2021 D1062 floats across Rifle range looking rather splendid with a train bound for 

Kidderminster. 

 

 
 
And finally, on 11th July 2021 and D1015 bursts out of the tunnel at Rifle Range heading for Bewdley. 

 

 
  



Thanks also to Peter Squire for sharing his pictures of the DEPG’s Hymeks at the 50th Anniversary Event on 
30th and 31st August. 
 
Head-to-Head / Blue vs Green ! 

 

 
 

Double headed delight. 

 

 
 



Who can you spot on the platform? 

 

 
 
 
 



Closing Notes and Book Ends 
 
Sharing with you the best dressed grandson in town – Benji, aged 4 ! 
 

 
 

And also, Tim Langley and Benji flying the WLA flag at Taunton Vintage Bus Day in June. 

 

 
 
  



Can you beat this ? Well you know where to purchase the best “hydraulic” fashion accessories – at Shop - 
Western Locomotive Association 

 

 
If you know of anyone with an interest in the railways of the 1960s and 70s, or has a craving for anything diesel 
hydraulic, or remembers seeing the magnificent Westerns whilst in service, please encourage them to join us. 
 
We are also looking for members to come and help us with our work on the locomotives, and all of the 
essential associated work at Bridgnorth and Kidderminster that makes what we do possible – no special skills 
are required to help, just enthusiasm and a good sense of humour, of course any engineers or railway 
professionals are VERY welcome. 
 
If you are interested in helping, please do not hesitate to contact any Committee Member or Working Member 
directly, or contact the WLA at info@westernlocomotives.com or contact me at wp.finch@icloud.com  
 

Please keep sharing with me your photographs, memories, stories and experiences, so that they can be 
shared in the e-newsletter with members, keeping the e-Newsletter interesting, informative and fun. 

 
Next Member’s e-Newsletter should be available on or around 1st November 

 
https://westernlocomotives.com/ 

 
 

The Western Locomotive Association is a Company Limited by Guarantee – Company Registration Number 
3873466 

 
Registered Office: 5 Prospect Place, Millennium Way, Pride Park, Derby, DE24 8HG, United Kingdom 

The WLA is a registered charity – Number 1115058 
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