
 
 

Western Locomotive Association e-Newsletter ς February 2026 
 

Welcome to your February WLA e-Newsletter and your monthly update on all things WLA.  
 
As always, a busy month after a slow start (cold weather at the start of the New Year having an impact on jobs 
that could be done), but fantastic progress made throughout the month ς read on to find out more  ς a spoiler 
alert though - D1013 Western RangerΩǎ ά.έ ŜƴŘ ōƻƎƛŜ ƴŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ά. ά ŜƴŘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ƭƻŎƻƳƻǘƛǾŜΩǎ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ōŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ our two new MTU 538 engines approaching the UK and being delivered to the 
TMD early in February ς ōǳǘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƎƛǾŜ ŀǿŀȅ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ ǳǇŘŀǘŜǎ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ in this e-Newsletter! 
 
And of course, the return of the Western Lottery which is being held throughout February ς so purchase your 
tickets and be in with a chance to win up to 50% of the pot - Fundraising & Lottery - Western Locomotive 
Association 
 
[ŜǘΩǎ ƪƛŎƪ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ƻŦŦ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ from over 50 years ago ς iƴ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ Ŝ-Newsletter, we shared a 
picture of D1013 Western Ranger squeezed into the shed at St Blazey and this image prompted Stephen 
¢ŀǾŜǊƴŜǊ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ Ƙƛǎ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ 5млро ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ tŀǘǊƛŀǊŎƘ ƛƴ ŀ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ άǎǉǳŜŜȊŜέ ƻƴ млth July 1975 alongside a 
trio of Class 25s. 
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¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ōƛƎ ƭŜŀǇ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ς 5млмо ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ wŀƴƎŜǊ ŀƎŀƛƴ Ƙŀǎ н ŜƴƎƛƴŜǎ ŦƛǘǘŜŘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ά.έ end engine 
being re-installed on Saturday 17th January (what a birthday present for our Chairman who celebrated 
ά²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ wŜƭƛŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ Řŀȅύ ς ǎŜŜ ōŜƭƻǿ ά Before and Afterέ  ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ 5ŀǾŜ IŜǿŜƭƭ 
and see News Updates for a full report. 
 

 
 

 



The big news last month was the acquisition of two MTU 538 engines that we found for sale in India and 
which, after some serious negotiating, we were able to purchase at a price that was too good to refuse.  
 
Their progress update as at 27th January:- 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
  



And a quick update as at 31st January a midday ς they are on their way and expected in Southampton on 
Monday 2nd February! 
 

 
 

As the TMD is closed for access week commencing 2nd, delivery to the TMD is scheduled for Wednesday 11th 
February. 
 
And finally, this month, back in 2013, D1062 Western Courier celebrated  its 50th birthday on 6th May and ran 
with a celebratory headboard which was raffled on the day. The lucky winner very kindly donated the 
headboard back to the WLA in order to help us with fund raising, and I am pleased to say the headboard will 
ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ /ǊŜǿŜ wŀƛƭǿŀȅŀƴŀΩǎ aƻŘŜǊn Traction Auction which is being held from Friday 13th February to 

Sunday 15th February (and so includes February 14th ς ƳŀȅōŜ ŀ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅ ƎƛŦǘ ) 
 
D1062, with headboard is seen alongside D1013 at Bridgnorth. 
 

 



And on arrival at Kidderminster. 

 

 
 

 
In this e-Newsletter 



Features in this e-Newsletter include the following: 
 

¶ News from The Chair. 

¶ The Western Lottery 

¶ D1013 ς A Progress Update  

¶ D1048 ς A Progress Update / and ƻǘƘŜǊ άƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭέ ƴƻǘŜǎ 

¶ Monthly News Updates ς an update on all that has been happening over the last month. 

¶ Western Courier re-visited  

¶ Sales Team Update. 

¶ Whizzo Woods. 

¶ Membership News. 

¶ Book of the Month. 

¶ Media Coverage. 

¶ Severn Valley Railway News ς Running Dates & Events.  

¶ Members Forum & Gallery ς where we hear directly from you, our WLA membership. 

¶ Closing Notes & Book Ends. 
 
Of course, the usual reminder - the aim of this e-bŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜ ƻƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ά²[!έ ς 
what we have been doing and what is being planned along with anything else that we think you will find 
interesting. Your feedback and suggestions regarding what you want to see and read are important, so please 
do share, and please do not hold back!  
 
And please send in anything that you think will be of interest to your fellow members ς memories, 
photographs, stories and articles - and help to keep this e-Newsletter alive and interesting and informative. 
 
 

  



News from the Chair 
 
Well, January has been and gone, almost as quickly as the storms that seem to have battered the coast down 
in the South West!  
 
Hopefully, our two 538 engines are safely secured on the Seaspan Oceania which is somewhere near Tangiers 
ƻǊ DƛōǊŀƭǘŀǊ ǿƘŜƴ L ƭŀǎǘ ƭƻƻƪŜŘΦ LǘΩǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘǿƻ ср ƭƛǘǊŜ ±мнΩǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅ 
ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘǿƻ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ a5срр ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΗ  
 
!ǎ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ Ŝ-Newsletter, D1013 has now received its overhauled MD655 engine at 
ά.έ ŜƴŘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ǎŀŦŜƭȅ ōƻƭǘŜŘ ƛƴΣ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΦ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ōƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ Ŧŀōǳƭƻǳǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ 
sounded on the China Clay Railtour with D1056 on full bore all the way through Teignmouth, through the 
ǘǳƴƴŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 5ŀǿƭƛǎƘ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŜŀǎƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǊǊŜƴΗ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ƛǘΩƭƭ ǎƻǳƴŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ Ŧŀōǳƭƻǳǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ 
up Eardington Bank ς ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΗ  
 
Lƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƴŜǿǎΣ 5млмоΩǎ ōƻƎƛŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ ά.έ ŜƴŘ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŀ ǘǊŜŀǘΣ ŦƛǘǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŜǿ ǎǇǊƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ŦŀǊ ƻŦŦ 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƻƴΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻƎƛŜ ŦƻǊ ά!έ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎƻƻƴ ōŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΦ !ƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ 
we should all be proud of. Of courseΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ Ƨƻōǎ ƭƻƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ƻŦŦ 5млмо ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ 
the huge amount of winter maintenance work required for D1062.  
 
Just recently, I sent out a reminder to the Working Members of what needs to be done, based on information 
provided by Darren and Robin, which is as follows: 
 
D1062 

¶ Inspection of bogies 

¶ hƛƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻƴ ά!έ ŜƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ 

¶ Replace fuel filler valves 

¶ Change fuel filters 

¶ Clean fuel strainer 

¶ Clean cooler groups 

¶ Clean all air intakes & filters 

¶ Replace decompression valves on both engines 

¶ Overhaul fuel pumps 

¶ Cab repaint and general refresh of bodywork 

¶ Air reservoir hydraulic test 

¶ Air system recommission 

¶ ά!έ ŜƴŘ ōƻƎƛŜ 5κ! ǎƛŘŜ ŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƴƎ ōŜŀƳ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ όƭƻŎƻ ƭƛŦǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘύ 

¶ B1 Balanced Exam to be completed 
 
D1013 

¶ Remove Roof Panels, remove & replace roof bolts 

¶ Remove broken boiler room window & frame, prepare for welding 

¶ tǊŜǇŀǊŜ ά.έ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ŦƛǘǘƛƴƎΣ ǊŜŦƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ 5млрс ŜƴƎƛƴŜ 

¶ Complete Turbo project for D1056 engine 

¶ Continue bogie work for both bogies 

¶ Many other jobs to be listed (TBA) 
 
Just recently, our Guidance Notes for Volunteers has been updated, following a review by the Board and 
Management Committee, and now include a Social Media and Artificial Intelligence (AI) Policy. Just a few 
important and common-sense guidelines really, nothing too complicated!  
 
LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ƻǊ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜƴ ƛǘ ȅŜǘΣ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 
downloaded from our website at:  
 

https://westernlocomotives.com/guidance-notes-for-volunteers/  

https://westernlocomotives.com/guidance-notes-for-volunteers/


Another document which has been updated is our Class 52 Drivers Manual. This was a document originally 
ŎƻƳǇƛƭŜŘ ōȅ 5ŜǊŜƪ ²ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀōƻǳǘ пл ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΣ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ .w 5ǊƛǾŜǊǎ aŀƴǳŀƭ Ǉƭǳǎ 5ŜǊŜƪΩǎ 
knowledge as a Driver to make the document a bit more relevant and meaningful for our operations on the 
SVR. Since then, the document has been significantly updated, even more relevant to our locomotives and 
operations, and is now a useful document for traiƴŜŜ 5ǊƛǾŜǊǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴǾƻlved 
ǿƛǘƘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ /ƭŀǎǎ рн ŦǊƻƳ ŀ 5ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǘΥ 
 

https://westernlocomotives.com/wla-drivers-manual-vs-1-9/ 
 
CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ƛǎ ŦƛǊƳƭȅ ƻƴ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƘŜŀŘ ƛŦ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǎŜǘ 
ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ŘƻΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ǊŜcent years where your support has mattered more - whether it be 
through membership, support for our sales, donations or hands-on work with our locomotives. 
 
Any support you can give to the WLA, will be much appreciated, thank you!  
 
See you on the Valley!  
 
Roger Smith 
Chairman 
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The Western Lottery 
 

 
 

WESTERN LOTTERY 2026. 
 

2026 SEES THE RETURN OF OUR WESTERN LOTTERY. 
 

The lottery is held once each year, our first lottery in January 2025 raised a 
total of £2,650 with  £1,325 going to the winners & £1,325 to our locomotives. 

 
1st prize was £795.00     2nd prize was £331.25     3rd prize was £198.75 

 
The 2026 LOTTERY IS OPEN FOR ENTRIES FROM FEBRUARY 1st. 

The draw will take place early March. 
 

Just go to the Lottery Page on the WLA website & purchase your £25 ticket - 
Fundraising & Lottery - Western Locomotive Association 

 
You can enter as many times as you like! 
The more entries the more prize money! 

 
50% of entry funds going to the Association and  

50% is split between the 1st, 2nd & 3rd prize winners. 
 

So, as an example if we have 100 entries, we raise £2,500 
 

£1,250 goes to D1013, D1048 & D1062. 
 

£1,250 to be won by members in Prizes, split as follows: 
 

60% for the 1st prize - £750.00 
25% for the 2nd prize - £312.50. 
15% for the 3rd prize - £187.50. 

 
You can win a big cash prize with the main beneficiaries being our 3 class 52s. 

 
More chance of winning than the national lottery! 

 
Many thanks for your continuing support - Mike Tromans.  Fund Raising officer. 

  

W E S T E R N   L O T T E R Y 

https://westernlocomotives.com/product-category/fundraising-for-the-wla/


D1013 Progress Update 
 
LǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ to take a big effort from all concerned to get D1013 back into service ready for the big anniversary 
next year in 2027, but is is believed that this is possible with the Working Member team that the WLA have 
today. 
 
¢ƘŜ άWƻōǎ [ƛǎǘέ ŀƴŘ Dŀƴǘ /ƘŀǊǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŀƳŜǎ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǘŀǎƪǎ ς and 
will be shared here.  
 
We will need a great deal of TMD access and we have the support from te TMD in this matter, in order to allow 
the work tro progress on D1013, and also to keep D1062 in traffic. 
 
(The plan was to not do any major work on D1062 this winter, but we now know that we need to replace an 
equalising beam which is now work in progress.) 
 
A new set of batteries for D1013 has been costed and an order placed, so that electrical testing can 
commence, and as reported in full in this e-bŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ ά.έ ŜƴŘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎƻƳƻǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ 
connecting up can now commence.  
 
The fitting of this engine has also freed up space in the TMD where we can now position our existing 538 
power unit (and progress when other tasks have been completed.) 
 
This then frees up some space for the storage of our imminent arrivals from India. 
 
 
 

  



D1048 Progress Update 
 
²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƭƻǿ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŦǊƻƳ ά[ŀŘȅΩǎέ ǇŀǎǘΧΦ 
 

  



News Update ς January 2026 (All pictures supplied by Working Members) 

 
A welcome to 2026 from Darren Shelmerdine 
 
Thanks to all of our Working Members for all of your time and commitment given to the WLA during 2025. It 
ǿŀǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀǊŘ ȅŜŀǊ ōǳǘ ǿŜƭƭ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ 5млсн ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƭŀƎ ǿƛǘƘ млл҈ ǊŜƭƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣ 5млмоΩǎ ƻǾŜǊƘŀǳƭ 
progressing well and the assessment of D1048 indicating that she is in better condition than was suggested. 
The Working Membership has grown particularly with a young and enthusiastic youth team. Well done to all of 
you. 
 
Looking ahead to 2026, well it looks exciting. 
 
5млсн ƴŜŜŘǎ ƭƛŦǘƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ŘƻƴŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦ 
 
Turning to D1013, if we can complete the overhaul in the next year as suggested, it will really put the WLA at 
the forefront for 2027. 
 
Continuing the assessment on D1048 too is important. 
 
The WLA is well placed as we move into 2026, with investment in engines, bogie parts and other items, 
securing the future of the locomotives. 
 
Together we make a great team and I very much look forward to the year ahead. 
 

 



Winter Maintenance 
 
D1013 Western Ranger and D1062 Western Courier were due to be shunted into the TMD on Wednesday 3rd 
of Thursday 4th December.  
 
Ranger was due to be placed on the Jacking Area and Courier on the Side Pit Lane 
 
Ranger is due to be there until the end of December and then moved to Number 3 Road. 
 
Courier is due to be there until Wednesday 10th December, but then returns to the Side pit Lane from January 
1st for 2 months, after which Ranger will take her place until early April. 
 
These are the current bookings ς so we have a great opportunity to work on the locomotives. 
 
A list of work to be carried out has been drawn up as follows:- 
 
D1013 
 
ü Remove Roof Panels 
ü Remove broken oiler Room Window & Frame, prepare area for welding 
ü tǊŜǇŀǊŜ ά.έ 9ƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ǊŜŦƛǘǘƛƴƎ 
ü Continue Bogie Work ς ōƻǘƘ ά.έ 9ƴŘ ŀƴŘ ά!έ 9ƴŘ 

 
D1062 
 
ü Inspection of Bogies ς to be carried out Tuesday 9th or Wednesday 10th 
ü hƛƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻƴ ά!έ 9ƴŘ ¢ǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ 
ü Replace Fuel Filler Valves 
ü Change Fuel Filters 
ü Clean Fuel Strainer 
ü Clean Cooler Groups 
ü Clean all Air Intakes & Filters 
ü Replace Decompression Valves on both engines (ongoing with Youth Team) 
ü Overhaul Fuel Pumps 
ü Cab Repaint and general locomotive refresh 

 
aƻǊŜ ǘŀǎƪǎ ǘƻ ŦƻƭƭƻǿΧΦ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Saturday 3rd January -  No update to report (due to freezing conditions at the TMD.) 

 
 

Wednesday 7th January 
 
A team were gathered at the TMD with the main objective of starting to ensure that we have everything 
ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŦƛǘ ǘƘŜ έ.έ ŜƴŘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ƛƴǘƻ 5млмоΦ 
 
Assuming all is well, the fitting of the unit will take place over the weekend of the 16th and 17th January (or 23rd 
and 24th January.) 
 
Following the fitting of the engine, it will allow us to remove the 539 unit from the wagon and move it into the 
¢a5 ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ǿƻǊƪΣ ǘƘǳǎ ŦǊŜŜƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ роуΩǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ LƴŘƛŀΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ 
due to arrive early to mid-February. 

 
 
Saturday 10th January - No update to report. 

 
 
Wednesday 14th January 
 
9ǉǳŀƭƛȊƛƴƎ .ŜŀƳǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŦƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻŘŀȅ ōȅ wƻōƛƴ ŀƴŘ aŀǊƪ ƻƴ 5млмоϪǎ ά.έ ŜƴŘ ōƻƎƛŜ- amazing the job was 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ƛƴ Ƨǳǎǘ о ƘƻǳǊǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ά!έ ǘŜŀƳ ς great job done. 
 

 
 



 
 
 
Thursday 15th January 
 
The latest report was received from Coop who advised that despite the wintery weather for some, work 
behind the scenes was carrying on in the cold! 
 
Twelve new injector boxes have been completed ready for filling with injectors requiring servicing, onward 
transport then awaits to Bridgnorth for treatment. The boxes will keep the serviced ones stored in prime 
condition for as and when required. 
 

 
 



Work has also started on new battery boxes for D1048, the first one already being put together to use as a 
pattern, with most of the material now cut to size ready for assembly work to start.  
 
The two different types of battery in use can be seen with the newer Hawker model to the right which are 
presently in D1048 awaiting transfer to D1062 when a team is available, only 15 more to complete! 
 

 
 

 
 
  



Friday 16th & Saturday 17th January 
 
Starting the report for this two-day session on Friday 16th & Saturday 17th January with the following update 
from Mark Perry. 
 
The roof panel is removed from D1013 as the first task on Friday 16th. 
 

 
 

 



The roof panel is carefully stored on the TMD floor. 
 

 
 
A new oil pipe is fitted to 5млмоΩǎ ά.έ ŜƴŘ Maybach prior to lifting. 
 

 
  



LǘΩǎ ƴƻǿ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ мтǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ƛǎ ƭƛŦǘŜŘΧ 

 

 
 

 



¢ƘŜ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ŀǊǊƛǾŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΧ 
 

 
 
A careful watch to ensure that it is lowered into exactly the correct position. 

 

 
 

  



Safely in place. 
 

 
 

D1062 is shunted out of the TMD and is seen alongside D1015 and D1048. 
 

 
  



Some other photographs from the two days and worthy of viewing, starting with a different view of the lifting 
jacks from within the locomotive, captured whilst starting the repair work on the boiler room window. 
 

 
 

 
 
  



{ƻƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǇŀƛǊ ǿƻǊƪΧ 

 

 
 

 



Back in the engine room and awaiting the arrival of the MD655 Maybach Power Unit. 
 

 
 

 
 
It all looks very straight forward when viewed in these pictures ς but a great deal of work goes into making this 
all possible. 
 
To start, the previous Wednesday, a team started working on Ranger and getting the locomotive ready to 
receive the power unit ς bolts were first located for the engine mounts and for the engine to transmission 
cardan shaft.  These were all cleaned and made ready for use. Tab washers were also located ς small but 
essential. It was noted that a fresh supply of these will be needed as they are the same size as those needed 
on the bogie cardan shafts, and a good number ae going to be needed for D1062 and D1013. The oil drain and 
priming pump were removed and have been delivered to our supplier for new ones to be manufactured. 
 
Further work also took place in the boiler room window frame (seen above) in order to make it ready for 
welding. 
 
Whilst all of ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΣ 5млснΩǎ ōŀǘǘŜǊƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƘŀǊƎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƻƭŜǊ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŎƭŜŀƴŜŘΦ 



Other pictures of activity follow, including Phil doing what Phil does best ς scaping the more inaccessible parts 
of the bogie. 
 

 
 

 
 
  



Coop had obviously been busy developing / creating new tools to make the lifting of batteries easier. 
 

 
 

 
 

 



Additional work carried out on Saturday 17th ς rainwater drain pipes on D1062 were blown clear and 
preheaters were tested. 
 
ά!έ ŜƴŘ ǇǊŜƘŜŀǘŜǊ ŦƛǊŜŘ ǳǇ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅΣ ōǳǘ ά.έ ŜƴŘ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǎǳǎǇŜŎǘŜŘ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎŀƭ Ŧŀǳƭǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ 
need investigation. 
 
Turning back to D1013, springs were made ready for future fitment. 
 

 
 
wŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ 5млмоΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǳƴƛǘΣ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǘ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀƴŘ 5млрс ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ 
Sultan seemed to be making a bit for resurrection. 
 

 
 

  



Forgetting now about D1056, some more images of the fitted power unit, looking very good back in position in 
the locomotive. 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

  



[ŜǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǊƪ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊƴŜŀǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎƻƳƻǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ōƛƎ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ 
persevering with this task.  Superficially it looks clean, but before being primed, it still needs some more 
scraping and degreasing. 
 

 
 

 
 



Lƴ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǿ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎǘŜǇ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ƛƴ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ 5млмоΩǎ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ōŀŎƪ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ōŜƭƻƴƎǎΦ 
 
An overhauled Turbo and Injectors will be fitted at a later date to complete the engine. 
 
Some small issues were encountered but mostly overcome, although we are going to have to lift the engine 
ŀƎŀƛƴ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǊŜǊǎ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ƭƛƴŜŘ ǳǇ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ 
bolt. This is at the same location as where we had to do some re-tapping. But our overall objective is to do this 
RIGHT for the future. 
 
The plan is that this will be done by the end of the month (latest). 
 
As reported, significant underframe cleaning and painting has continued, equalising beams have been refitted 
to the bogie, and battery boxes have been made and are ready for use. 
 
At Bridgnorth, work has continued on preheaters, and an equalising beam has been prepared and is ready for 
fitting on D1062 in February. 
 
Other Jobs to be done this month include removing the bolts from the exhaust roof panel mounts as they need 
replacing. The (remaining) bolts from the boiler room roof panel also need removing, so that the panel can be 
removed for inspection of the bodywork and to help with future welding work. The four associated spring 
locaters need cleaning. 
 

 
 

 



Friday 23rd January 
 
Some fine tuning too place on Friday 23rd, ensuring the engine was perfectly positioned and secured. The 
engine was successfully lifted slightly and an errant bolt correctly located. The engine was then lowered and all 
bolts tightened down. 
 

 
 

 


