
 
 

Western Locomotive Association e-Newsletter – June 2026 
 

Welcome to your June WLA e-Newsletter and your monthly update on all things WLA.  
 
As always, a busy month, with Working Members going “above and beyond” in preparing D1062 Western 
Courier for a return to service, completing an extensive work list over the Winter / Spring maintenance period, 
and of course addressing the unexpected equalising beam issue which necessitated an unplanned lifting of the 
locomotive. Major jobs completed included the fitting of a new equalising beam, the fitting of new bogie 
cardan shafts, the re-certification of air receivers, bogie height checks, engine checks and brake checks and 
many other jobs, the list seemed endless. The objective was of course for the locomotive to appear at the 
Severn Valley Railway Spring Diesel Gala, followed by 6 days of scheduled operations over the Half Term 
Holiday. 
 
Unfortunately, we were not able to get Courier ready in time for the Gala and although it was a tough decision 
to make to withdraw the locomotive from the Gala, we feel it was the right call and thank you for all of the 
support we received following this decision. We were disappointed but please be assured it was not through a 
want of trying. 
 
Did we get the locomotive ready for the Half Term Holiday – read on and find out… 
 
A Glimpse into The Future… 
   
I made use of my Time Machine this month and took a quick trip into the near future and managed to capture 
this picture of D1013 Western Ranger (possibly) ticking over nicely on one Maybach… 
 

 

 
 
Let’s hope that very soon this view is a reality – and thanks to the DTG’s D1015 for allowing this image. 



Also, during the Gala, and whilst leading one of the TMD Tours, another great picture if D1013 basking in the 
sunshine. 
 

 
 

Another great photograph shared earlier this month on social media by Mike Tromans caught D1048 Western 
Lady taking central stage – but surrounded by classmates.  

 

 
Selling fast is our latest piece of artwork – “Western Trilogy” 







Ending this introduction, and of course covered later in this e-Newsletter, the DTG’s D1015 Western Champion 
was back in action  this month and hauled The Golden Hind on Saturday 23rd May, a non-stop run from 
Paddington to Plymouth and back. The locomotive is seen here at the end of the day back at Paddington under 
the magnificent arched roof and overlooked by Isambard Kingdom Brunel himself. 

 

 
 

  



In this e-Newsletter 
 
Features in this e-Newsletter include the following: 
 

• News from The Chair. 

• D1013 Western Ranger – A Progress Update  

• D1048 Western Lady – A Progress Update 

• D1029 Western Legionnaire… (Revised)  

• Monthly News Updates – an update on all that has been happening over the last month. 

• Member Gala Memories 

• Western Courier re-visited  

• Sales Team Update. 

• Whizzo Woods. 

• Membership News. 

• Book of the Month. 

• Media Coverage. 

• Severn Valley Railway News – Running Dates & Events.  

• Members Forum & Gallery – where we hear directly from you, our WLA membership. 

• Closing Notes & Book Ends. 
 
Of course, the usual reminder - the aim of this e-Newsletter is to keep you up to date on all things “WLA” – 
what we have been doing and what is being planned along with anything else that we think you will find 
interesting. Your feedback and suggestions regarding what you want to see and read are important, so please 
do share, and please do not hold back!  
 
And please send in anything that you think will be of interest to your fellow members – memories, 
photographs, stories and articles - and help to keep this e-Newsletter alive and interesting and informative. 
 
 

  



News from the Chair 
 
The HOT weather finally brought the HOT news that D1062 Western Courier had successfully returned to 
traffic, just in time to operate its scheduled services from Sunday 24th to Friday 29th May.  An amazing 
achievement, considering the amount of work carried out on the locomotive during its extensive winter 
maintenance programme. Unfortunately, a few set-backs conspired against the locomotive being ready in time 
for the SVR’s Spring Diesel Festival, but it wasn’t for the want of trying.  
 
Judging by the great number of comments on social media, I think it’s fair to say that our members were just 
grateful for the work being carried out and appreciated the enormous amount of time and effort put in by 
Darren and the team. Certainly, the pressure was on to have the loco ready for the operating season, with the 
test run and final inspection taking place om Saturday 22nd May, the day before our first running day!  
 
Not all was lost however from not being able to operate at the Spring Diesel Festival as the Sales Team stepped 
in and took around £5.5k in sales, which is a credit to those who helped Peter with the stand and takings, plus 
the help from Paul & Others with the Depot Tours which bought in a further £552, so £6k in total!  
 
And there’s more! Our membership numbers rose steadily too, currently around 657, just 3 below our target 
of 660 for 2026 and it’s only just the beginning of the season – overall, a pretty successful team effort and 
positive outcome, I would say!  
 
It should be noted that following D1062’s return to traffic, the locomotive has now already completed 6 
operating days, with no major problems reported. Of course, there will be some fine-tuning & adjustments to 
be made as the locomotive settles down from all the work carried out over the winter.  
 
That aside, work has now already turned back to the continuing bogie overhaul on D1013 “A” end. As I write 
these notes, I understand that Graham and his team are removing the intermediate gearbox and equalising 
beams, which will provide more access to cleaning out of  accumulated the dirt (volunteers gratefully 
received!).  
 
All being well, the bogie will be moved onto the pit road from Sunday, 21st June to Friday 24th July to allow for 
cleaning underneath, the removal of the centre torque reaction arms, in addition to carrying out NDT work 
before the refitting the torque reaction arms and the replacement of all torque reaction rubbers – phew, and 
that’s not just the warmer weather!  
 
Some good news also with D1048 as the Locomotive Appeal has been well supported with some great 
donations this year, meaning that we’re not far off our initial target of £15k for bodywork to help with the 
long-term preservation of the loco. In the meantime, the on-going assessment will continue, and I look 
forward to reporting progress on this, later on in the year.  
 
Finally, a big thanks for everyone who has supported the WLA over the last few months especially – the 
working members, those of you who work “behind the scenes”, those of you who have recently joined us and 
all those who made donations or bought items from the sales stand or supported us in any way. As I’ve said 
many times before, we couldn’t do this without you! 
 
See you on the Valley!  
 
Roger Smith 
Chairman 
 

 



D1013 Western Ranger Progress Update 
 
See Monthly News Updates this month. 

 

D1048 Western Lady Progress Update 
 
See Monthly News Updates this month. However, some news we shared last month was reshared this month 
on social media by Mike Tromans with interesting additional photographs. 
 
Mike is hoping to get oil into Lady’s “A” end engine soon, this is the engine where the oil filler pipe was found 
to be split underneath the flywheel – however after much effort, it was removed and a new pipe has now been 
delivered and is ready for fitting.  
 
The old pipe is seen in its inaccessible location in the first picture, followed by “old” and “new” in the second. 
 

 
 

 
 
  



Also, this month, we had some great pictures shared with us of D1048 back in 2022 by Phil Childs… 
 

 
 

 
 

 



And one last picture of the team involved. 

 

 

 
 
D1029 Western Legionnaire (Revised)… 

 
Last month I shared with you all Mike Woodhouses’ recollections, provided by Graham Howell, regarding 
D1029 Western Legionnaire Unfortunately part of the story was missed – so it is repeated below in full. 
 
“On 13th April 1964, the last new Western diesel hydraulic mainline locomotive D1029 Western Legionaire to 
be built at Swindon Works in BR maroon paint and small yellow ends entered service. The last Western was 
used initially for test purposes on the mainline between Swindon, Bristol, Bath, Badminton and Swindon to 
Didcot. From 13th April 1964 to 14th July 1964 the loco saw many dynamometer car workings before going into 
full Western Region traffic and was allocated to 82A Bristol Bath Road. 
 
During this time the public relations office at London Paddington received letters stating that the locomotive 
nameplate was incorrectly spelt and the fact that a second ‘N’ should have been fitted to the nameplates. 
British Railways apparently told the press that the mistake would be rectified at the loco’s next visit to the 
works for overhaul. However, this did not happen as the loco entered Swindon Works on 15th September 1967 
for an unclassified collision repair and full repaint into BR blue and full yellow ends.  
 
Finally in April 1969, D1029 entered Swindon Works for an intermediate repair and its dual braking conversion. 
At this time the miss-spelt nameplate would be corrected. D1029 Western Legionnaire left Swindon Works in 
April 1969 (the 16th dual braked locomotive).  
She went back to 82A Bristol Bath Road.  
 
Then in November 1974 D1029 was withdrawn from traffic at Plymouth Laira depot due to ‘A’ end collision 
damage, the 21st Western to be condemned. “ 
 
And resharing from last month… 
 
“My recollections regarding the misspelt nameplate go back to when the locomotive came to the works for its 
dual brake conversion.  I recall quite clearly the nameplates being taken off the bodysides and being sent to 
the ‘W’ shop where all the nameplates were put together.  
 



On a Western this was quite a task as each number and letter are individually cast, polished, drilled and then 
screwed to the steel backplate.  
 
To explain a little on the designation of ‘W’ shop. All of the workshops on what was collectively known as loco 
side were given letters. ‘A’ shop was split into several different sections. AE shop was loco erecting, AM shop 
was machining and some other ancillary functions such as cardan shaft repairs, transmission overhauls. AW 
shop was where the wheels were overhauled, new tyres etc. 
 
Whereas the carriage side of the works were designated with numbers to each workshop. 15 shop for instance 
was the machining shop. 
 
In later years the ‘A’ shop was designated number 5 shop just to confuse you, but this was only done when the 
carriage works closed and all the carriage activities came to the loco side of the works.  
 
So, back to D1029. After the plates were corrected and repainted, chargeman Bill Pobjoy and one of his team 
refitted the plates back onto the loco. I can recall this clearly as I worked with Bill roughly at the same time.  
Both of these men then went on to work with us during the time D1062 was in the works prior to moving to 
the Torbay Railway. See the below photo of some of the men with D1062 outside the works in 1977. Bill is 
forth from the left and his brother Wally is fifth from the left. Wally for instance was one of the team who 
refitted the engines and bogies.” 
 

 
 

A big thank you to Graham Howell and Mike Woodhouse for sharing these memories. 
 

  



News Update – May 2026 (All pictures supplied by Working Members) 

 
Saturday 2nd May 
 
Successful Pre Heater Testing being carried out at Bridgnorth on Saturday 2nd May. 

 

 
 

 
 

 



Also on Saturday 2nd May, D1013 received some further attention, and the bogie primary leaf springs were 

removed, exposing more areas for cleaning  
 
There are still four brake cylinders to remove plus one thrust bracket damper. 
 
Momentum however returns to Ranger’s Bogie Overhaul. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  


