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Western Locomotive Associationewsletter ¢ September2026

Welcome b yourSeptembeMWLA eNewsletterand your monthlyupdate on all thing$VLA

Well Augustseems tchavepas®din a bit of a blur, aery busy month with lots of hydraulic haulage on The
Severn Valley Railway because of the ban on steam locomotives, which when operating unfortunately kept
alighting the tinder dry countryside bordering the railway.

The resulig D1062 has by my count been in action for 16 days throughout Augustrating for more than

half of theavailable days in thenonth, some days doing one return trip, some days tplastwo Driver
Footplate Experience Days thrownfor good measureWith no issues reported, we can be proud of this
performance and must be grateful to all of the hard work put in by the Working Membergicing and
maintaining the locomotive and ensuring that she is ready to operate when needed. And at the same time,
progressing the work on D1013 a return to service for Ranger becomes ever closer.

Although now things have cooled down a bit, it was a hot month with many days exceeding 30 degrees. For
many, this brought back memories of 1976 2 f SiQa 1A 01 2FF (KAa Y2y GK SAGK
to that summer of£946/ 2026 ¢ thanks to x WLA Chairman David Langley for this great picture.

5MncH 2SAGSNY [/ 2d2NASNI 2y (KS tSTiG YR GKS 5¢DQa 5mnmp
respective departures from Kidderminster on Saturday Abigust.



Something a bit different recorded dWednesday 28 August and a Face Off as D1013 Western Ranger and
D1015 Western Champion peer out of the TMD at the two Class 50 locomotives, perhaps hoping to get into
the TMD for some work to be carried out on thenanother scene from 19756 maybe.

And a picture from Saturday 2Rugust2026 although our Chairman Roger Smith has tried to disguise the
date by reverting to monochromeand D1062 Western Courier preparing for duty under the footbridge just
outside of Kidderminster Statiopand YES, it was raining, something we were atefuwbfor.




Now for someBIG NEW$

We are delighted to announce that we areldinga Members Only exclusive OBBO on Thursd&y 10
September.

The Western Memorial OBBO Tour

To celebrate the lives of WLA members who made significant contributions to the WLA in recent years
namely the lateGreg Heathcliffe, Henry Coates and Chris Shiel@sare delighted to announce a very
speciaWestern Memorial Observation Saloon Towr, WLA members only.

Working with the Severn Valley Railway, we have bodk&d62Western Courieto haul a singl&GWR
Observation Saloon, creating an exclusive opportunity for a day out behind a "Thousandipwitbre than
23 guests.

The tour will begin and end &idderminster, with plans for each guest to have the opportunity to enjogta
ride during the day (subject to SVR approval, age restrictions and accessibility requirerentsficket will
also include dull buffet lunch, together withea, coffee and biscuitthroughout the day.

We're aiming to complet¢hree return tripsbehind D1062 providing almostL00 miles of "Thousand”
haulagethrough the stunning scenery of the Severn Valley.

This promises to be a truly memorable day, honouring three rmaidsed members whilst enjoying one of
Britain's finest diesel hydraulic locomotives in preservation.

See below a picture of what to expect from a previous OBBO Tour.

| am please to report that tickets sold out in under 10 minut@sbig thank to those members who purchased
a ticket and for your support of the Western Locomotive Association.

We plan to repeat the event next yeaso if you missed out this year, we will be repeating the event very
soon,



TheWestern Locomotive AssociatioAutumn Raffle

For our 2026NVLAAutumn Rafflewe are offering som&ERYinigue prizes.

First prize is a pair of Dap@0-gaugeWesterns representing D10Mestern Rangeand D1023Nestern
Fusilierin the conditionin which they double headed the Western TriblRarewell Ril Touron 26thFebruary
1977.

As shown in the picture above, Ranger hagamous red plates and thé/estern Tributéheadboardwhich is
now owned by the WLAand Fusilier hags dominohead codes fitted for its last few months in BR service.
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FAREWELL RAIL TOUR

Second prize is lovely diorama featuring a maroon SYP Western at a small country engjinpistuzes are
shared later in the Sales Team Update.
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Town Station.

We have made the decision this year not to post @ffle tickets to all of our membersas the cost of
postage is now so high (postage costs would exceed £600!) and so we are encouraging all members to
purchase their ticketsnline at www.westernlocomotives.corat Fundraising & LotteryWestern Locomotive
Association

We will post tickets to those members who have always returned their postal tickets in the past, to new
members that have joined the WLA this year, and of course to those members that we know do not have
internet access.

Good luck to you all.


http://www.westernlocomotives.com/
https://westernlocomotives.com/product-category/fundraising-for-the-wla/
https://westernlocomotives.com/product-category/fundraising-for-the-wla/

easyfundraising
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costs you absolutely nothing, and as many, many retailers participate, every time you purchase something on
line with asignedup retailer, the WLA receive a donation.

All you have to do is sign unlineat Support a Good Cause | Easyfundraising
(https://www.easyfundraising.org.uyk
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easyfundraising How it works  Find acause Register a cause  Register a business Log in Sign up
[ Western Locomotive Association X " All postcodes and locations Search cause
1cause

Western Locomotive Association
12 supporters
£86.25 raised

Q Bridgnorth, Shropshire
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that have already signed up, it is really starting to make a difference.
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Start raising free donations today



https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-a-good-cause/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/

In this eNewsletter

Features in this -@lewsletter include the following:

News from The Chair

D1013Western Range& D1048 Western LadyA Progress Updatéas available)
Monthly News Updateg an update on all that has been happening over the last month.
Western Courier revisited

Sales Team Update.

Whizzo Woods.

Membership News.

Bookof the Month.

Media Coverage

Severn Valley Railway New&unning Dates & Events.

Members Forum & Gallerywhere we hear directly from you, our WLA membership.
Closing Note& Book Ends.
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Of course, the usual remindethe aimofthiseb Sgat SGGSNI A& (2 1SSLI @2dz dzLlJ G2 R
what we have been doing and what is being planned along with anything else that we think you will find

interesting Your feedback and suggestions regarding what you want to see and read are important, so please

do share, and please do not hold back!

And please send in anything that you think will be of interest to your fellow menpersmories,
photographs, stories and articlesind help to keep this-&lewsletter alive and interesting and informative.



News from the Chair

Judging by the constant rain at Kidderminster TMD last Saturday and finishing off a day out on D1062 on

Sunday with some thunder and lightning, | guess those long halcyon days of our long hot Summer, have finally

come to an end. Which just goes to showtdhay 2 i KAy 3 I dda F¥2NJ SOSNE dzyf Saa &:
perhaps!

From a personal point of view, | really enjoyed my visit to Kidderminstewkeskend, not only to work on
5mMnmMoQa 023AS odzi It a2andihks wié S&ihewvnoioykalNdBught RIHOE &ram2 ( NI K
British Rail back in 19 hdwho has many stories to tell about the early days of railway preservation. | even

had the privilege of joining them both for a pdinner drink at the hotel we both happened to be staying at!

The following day, | wasack out on D1062 with Secondman Sam Bradley and Inspector Bob Dunn for an
uneventful roundtrip to Bridgnorth and back, where the locomotive performed just as it should, and a tribute
to everyone who looks after her.

Of course, another busy month has just passed us by but nothing much new there! Quite a bit of time was

spent organising the BBOTour for10™ September, which literally sold out in minutes of tickets being

available! Mind you, with three round trips behind D1062, a premium buffet and a cab pass for anyone not
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hope that all participants will have a wonderful day out. The Obbo tour is being heldetoratd the lives of

WLA Members who made significant donations to the WLA in recent years, namely Greg Heathcliffe, Henry

Coates and Chris Shields.

And now we have another potential date for your diarfFriday, $h April 2027. In conjunction with Colin

Marsden and the DTG, we are in the process of organising a dhabtied Western trip with D1015 & D1062,

y2i 2yteée (2 OStSoNI}GS /2ftAyQa OANIKRIFIE& o6dzi faz G2 OF
FINIIKSNJ RSGIFrAta G2 F2tf26XH

YR y2¢ F2NI I 0Al0 Y2NB AYyF2NXIGA2Y 2y 5mMamoQa 2@SNKI O
Primary Springfom D1013 for overhaul at Owen Springs lrtdRotherham, South Yorkshire. These have since

been stripped down andie havereceived a quotation of £12.5k for their refurbishment. My thanks to

Graham Gant and Pete Sandham who are due to visit Owet¥ 8aptember to discuss their overhaul and to

make sure that the springs are with an equivalent component to the original BR springs, suitable for transiting

the locomotive over the mainline network. My thanks also to Andy Royal of the DEPG who have had their

springs treated for D1010 and who have shared their technical detdisnyone thinks springs would be

AAYLE S &dzo2SO0XoH

At the time of writing, it seems that the operating year has almost come to a close for D1062 apart from the

OBBOCtrip andthe AutumnDieselGala but certainly, the locomotive has done us proud with all that Winter

maintenance work, paying off. The mileage will be fairly substantial along with many good revenue earning

workings. Not bad for a locomotive still going strong over 60 yearspiNK I LJ& A G Qa AYY2NIFf ¥

See you on the Valley!

Roger Smith
Chairman




D1013Western RangeProgress Update

See Monthly New$or updatesfrom this month.

D1048Western LadyProgress Update

See Monthly Newsor updatesfrom this month.



News Updatec August2026(all pictures supplied by Working Members)

Before we dive into August, a quick trip back t6'2tily and an unusual shot taken by Mark Perhjch |
meant to share last week, and in memory of fine@chrmissedsteam locomotives this month who have been
banished to their TMD due to the extreme heat and tinder dry countryside.

‘,

e

Saturday ®' August

OnFriday 31st July and Saturday 1st AugDd062was scheduled to have an! ¢  i@afidn darried out
whilst over the side pit

az2zaild 2F G(KS a! ¢ o9eEthefwodldysis séhedvledhdatitiieRame time, the bogie shafts
were greased by Jack, Krystian and Will.

During the exam, a Brake Gauge was found to be faulty, but this was quickly replaced with a refurbished
gauge, which wathen also found to be unsatisfactory, so a secaaflirbished unitwas fitted and succeds
The two faulty gauges will be sent away for refurbishment.

Unfortunately, the examwas notfully completed in the scheduled time, and the outstanding Full Brake Test
was rescheduled to bearried out on Mondag™ August in plenty of timed SF2 N8B (G KS t202Y20A@SQ
service train on Tuesday % August.
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the brake rigging well in hand.
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journals prior to reassemblyome of the grease ways exposed and cleaned were full of a type of grease that

we have not used for over 30 years and so were obviously blocked. Hence it is a job well worth going and is so
important to ensure good serviceability in the future.

A future job also identified was to check the Battery Box Doors on D1013 to ensure that they open and close
smoothly¢ and to clean and oil the hinges. Also to ensure that the battery areas are clean and ready for new
batteries to be fitted later this mort.



Also on Saturday*] work on enhanced security at Bridgnorth continudd RA R O f £ 2 dzfor 4/ 2 2 LI
all of his efforts in this respettut 12 YA G G SR (2 Y\hy dblaided thé Hullk oizthediaterials for

the project,and the rest of the Working Member Tegresent at Bridgnorth whall helped,without whose

efforts, this work would have taken much longer or maybe not even have been progresse

Tuesday # August
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Hewell seen preparing and cleaning prior to paintingpt sure which one from this angle!

Following the painting, the batteries were scheduled to fitted on Wednes#augjust.

With one side of the locomotive done, the next side was scheduled for Augtist 11




Wednesday % August

A few more pictures pre and post cleaning and painting and the batteries ready to be returned to the battery
bay.




Thursday & August

It was reportedthat the batteries were back in situ and the battery compartment doors secured and locked.
One side done!




Saturday 8 August

The focus today was back to bogie scraping by Sally and Phil H, and the batteries on the other side of D1013
being refitted by Coop and Dave M.

At the same time, Rob Andrews was present working in the cab desk refurbishment project on Bibgd3
details on this project to follow in future-Mewsletters.

A second equalising beam was prepared from NDT by Gr&amd the Boiler Room Roof panel was
removed from D1013 by Jack B and Graham G. The panel now needs cleaning, rubbing down, a hew rubber
strip needs to be sourced, imperfections addressed and then repainted.

The Boiler Room also needs attentigall paintwork to be rubbed down and repainted (red oxide, then
primer and therntopcoat¢ a multi week job.

As part of the cleaning and scraping, the below rubber bushed were identified as being rather perished and
replacements will have to be sourced.




Tuesday 11 August

With the steam ban in full force, wegere asked to covefor scheduledsteam serviceand so have had quite a
few additional turns this montrthese turnsoften being recordedy visitingd NB LJ2 WIAAM¢ErRbérs on
many occasions, as noted by Peter Squirebej@ws mncH A YLISNER2Yy Il GAy3 aidSkyYy (2RI @&




Wednesdayl 2" August

Our own intrepid reporteSally wasilso2 dzii g A G K KSNJ ay 2 (S0 @réppringBafboihn KS Df 2 NA
D1062 and the Teddybear were held up by a fallen reeen here at Hampton Loade, with Mr Jackson
making comment !




Thursday 1% August

D1062 wasgainout and about doing what she does be&sand receiving some admiration

Friday 14 Augustc our THIRD Diesel Foot Plate Experience of the year.

Another well received DFE day few picturesharedbelow, starting with D106Being preparecat
Kidderminster at the start of the day.




And Alan Berck May in charge of the driver instruction




The lucky morning drivers enjoying themselves dreh receiving their certificates.
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A very familiar face amongst them
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Getting in on the act!
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Saturday 5" August

And a superb line up captured Etdderminster and memories of 1976! Thanks to Mark Simmons Jenkins and
David Langley for these memories.
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Tuesday 18 August

D1062 being prepared for anothbatch of2 LISNI G Ay 3 RI & & X

Wednesday 19 Auqust

A certain driver caught onwaell-deservedoreak at Bridgnorth.




End of Week Update

Two equalising beas were sentway for inspection this week, thanks to Mike T for facilitating the deli@ery
return. Both beams failed itial inspectionhowever one beam has noalreadybeen repaired and hasgssed.
The othemequires its central pin removing

The the four corner vances have been removdtbm D1013 giving improved access to tinese endair

receiversthat requirepipeworkmodifications.The Air receivers were subsequently removed andream
receive attention.

Monday 24" August

D1062was serviced yp Mark Pand Greg M ahead of &-dayoperating stint, through to the endfdghe month.
All als were checked and engines toppedar theoil drums refilled. Coolant was topped goth ends
taking abou 1% barrelsq areflection on the amount perating that thelocomotive is doing.An overflow
barrel is in place and also aap (just in case).

Only200 gallons of fuel weraoted and so théocomotivewill betopped up on Tuesday.
Quspension was greasedrad the fuel strainer removed and cleane@nly minor debris was noted
Bogie paiting with red oxidecommencedalthough rot all parts are ready yet for painting and require further

clearing ¢ somegreat pictures of progres follow. Focus was on the inside of therspy boxes which have
some difficult to reach areas.

The great work done so far is evident belgius some of the areas still requiring attent arehighlightedin
the following pictures :
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Wednesday 28 Auqust

Further bogie progress reportebly Pau] Dave Gareth Greg and Jaclg focusbeing on cleaning up the final
drives.

Marty was also busstartingon D1018 bodysidevhich needs quite a bit of attention!




Jackis seen belowin front of D113, D1015 ad 50 031and Old Oak Commoan his final day beforstarting
work and college, goodluck Jack anthanksfor all that you do for the WLA
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Friday 28 August

Yetanother Diver Footplate Expegince our lastthis month, with justone more to gaat the end ofnext
month on 25" Septembemwith D1062 ([L015is also out on a DFE the start of the maith on 4" September),
The Westernsertainly are popular andl (i Qréat day out.

D1062 is seen prheating on the other side dhe stock at the starbf the day.
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Happy Drivers, in this caseour first candidate; Mr Andy Holfling, and D1062eenrunning around at
Bridgnorth



