
 
 

Western Locomotive Association e-Newsletter ς September 2026 
 

Welcome to your September WLA e-Newsletter and your monthly update on all things WLA.  
 
Well August seems to have passed in a bit of a blur, a very busy month with lots of hydraulic haulage on The 
Severn Valley Railway because of the ban on steam locomotives, which when operating unfortunately kept 
alighting the tinder dry  countryside bordering the railway. 
 
The result ς D1062 has by my count been in action for 16 days throughout August ς operating for more than 
half of the available days in the month, some days doing one return trip, some days two, plus two Driver 
Footplate Experience Days thrown in for good measure. With no issues reported, we can be proud of this 
performance and must be grateful to all of the hard work put in by the Working Members, servicing and 
maintaining the locomotive and ensuring that she is ready to operate when needed. And at the same time, 
progressing the work on D1013 as a return to service for Ranger becomes ever closer. 
 
Although now things have cooled down a bit, it was a hot month with many days exceeding 30 degrees. For 
many, this brought back memories of 1976 ς ǎƻ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƪƛŎƪ ƻŦŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘŀƪŜ ǳǎ ōŀŎƪ 
to that summer of 1976 / 2026 ς thanks to x WLA Chairman David Langley for this great picture. 
 

 
 
5млсн ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ /ƻǳǊƛŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5¢DΩǎ 5млмр ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
respective departures from Kidderminster on Saturday 15th August. 
 
  



Something a bit different recorded on Wednesday 26th August, and a Face Off as D1013 Western Ranger and 
D1015 Western Champion peer out of the TMD at the two Class 50 locomotives, perhaps hoping to get into 
the TMD for some work to be carried out on them ς another scene from 19756 maybe. 
 

  
 
 
And a picture from Saturday 29th August 2026 although our Chairman Roger Smith has tried to disguise the 
date by reverting to monochrome ς and D1062 Western Courier preparing for duty under the footbridge just 
outside of Kidderminster Station ς and YES, it was raining, something we were all grateful for. 
 

   



Now for some BIG NEWSΧ 
 
We are delighted to announce that we are holding a Members Only exclusive OBBO on Thursday 10th 
September. 
 

The Western Memorial OBBO Tour 
 
To celebrate the lives of WLA members who made significant contributions to the WLA in recent years - 
namely the late Greg Heathcliffe, Henry Coates and Chris Shields - we are delighted to announce a very 
special Western Memorial Observation Saloon Tour, for WLA members only. 
 
Working with the Severn Valley Railway, we have booked D1062 Western Courier to haul a single GWR 
Observation Saloon, creating an exclusive opportunity for a day out behind a "Thousand", with no more than 
23 guests. 
 
The tour will begin and end at Kidderminster, with plans for each guest to have the opportunity to enjoy a cab 
ride during the day (subject to SVR approval, age restrictions and accessibility requirements). Your ticket will 
also include a full buffet lunch, together with tea, coffee and biscuits throughout the day. 
 
We're aiming to complete three return trips behind D1062τproviding almost 100 miles of "Thousand" 
haulage through the stunning scenery of the Severn Valley. 
 
This promises to be a truly memorable day, honouring three much-missed members whilst enjoying one of 
Britain's finest diesel hydraulic locomotives in preservation.  
 
See below a picture of what to expect from a previous OBBO Tour. 
 

 
 
I am please to report that tickets sold out in under 10 minutes ς a big thank to those members who purchased 
a ticket and for your support of the Western Locomotive Association. 
 
We plan to repeat the event next year - so if you missed out this year, we will be repeating the event very 
soon, 



The Western Locomotive Association Autumn Raffle 
 

 
 
For our 2026 WLA Autumn Raffle, we are offering some VERY unique prizes. 
 
First prize is a pair of Dapol 00-gauge Westerns representing D1013 Western Ranger and D1023 Western 
Fusilier in the condition in which they double headed the Western Tribute Farewell Rail Tour on 26th February 
1977.  
 
As shown in the picture above, Ranger has its famous red plates and the Western Tribute headboard which is 
now owned by the WLA; and Fusilier has its domino head codes - fitted for its last few months in BR service. 
 

 
  
Second prize is lovely diorama featuring a maroon SYP Western at a small country engine shed ς pictures are 
shared later in the Sales Team Update. 
  
¢ƘƛǊŘ ǇǊƛȊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǳǇŜǊō !н ǇǊƛƴǘΣ ά²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ .ǳŦŦŜǊǎǘƻǇǎέ ŀ ǇŜƴŎƛƭ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴǎ ŀǘ YƛŘŘŜǊƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ 
Town Station. 
 
We have made the decision this year not to post out raffle tickets to all of our members ς as the cost of 
postage is now so high (postage costs would exceed £600!) and so we are encouraging all members to 
purchase their tickets online at www.westernlocomotives.com at Fundraising & Lottery - Western Locomotive 
Association 
 
We will post tickets to those members who have always returned their postal tickets in the past, to new 
members that have joined the WLA this year, and of course to those members that we know do not have 
internet access. 
 
Good luck to you all. 
  

http://www.westernlocomotives.com/
https://westernlocomotives.com/product-category/fundraising-for-the-wla/
https://westernlocomotives.com/product-category/fundraising-for-the-wla/


 
 

{ƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ȅƻǳ ![[ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ ǘƻ άŜŀǎȅŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎέ ς ƛǘΩǎ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ŘƻΣ 
costs you absolutely nothing, and as many, many retailers participate, every time you purchase something on-
line with a signed-up retailer, the WLA receive a donation. 
 
All you have to do is sign up online at Support a Good Cause | Easyfundraising 
(https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk) 
 
{ŜƭŜŎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀǳǎŜΧ 
 

 
 
!ƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ǎǇŜƴŘΣ ƛǘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŜŀǎƛŜǊΦ A big thank you to all of you 
that have already signed up, it is really starting to make a difference. 
 

 
 
 
  

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-a-good-cause/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/


In this e-Newsletter 
 
Features in this e-Newsletter include the following: 
 

¶ News from The Chair. 

¶ D1013 Western Ranger & D1048 Western Lady ς A Progress Update (as available) 

¶ Monthly News Updates ς an update on all that has been happening over the last month. 

¶ Western Courier re-visited  

¶ Sales Team Update. 

¶ Whizzo Woods. 

¶ Membership News. 

¶ Book of the Month. 

¶ Media Coverage. 

¶ Severn Valley Railway News ς Running Dates & Events.  

¶ Members Forum & Gallery ς where we hear directly from you, our WLA membership. 

¶ Closing Notes & Book Ends. 
 
Of course, the usual reminder - the aim of this e-bŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜ ƻƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ά²[!έ ς 
what we have been doing and what is being planned along with anything else that we think you will find 
interesting. Your feedback and suggestions regarding what you want to see and read are important, so please 
do share, and please do not hold back!  
 
And please send in anything that you think will be of interest to your fellow members ς memories, 
photographs, stories and articles - and help to keep this e-Newsletter alive and interesting and informative. 

  



News from the Chair 
 
Judging by the constant rain at Kidderminster TMD last Saturday and finishing off a day out on D1062 on 
Sunday with some thunder and lightning, I guess those long halcyon days of our long hot Summer, have finally 
come to an end. Which just goes to show thaǘ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƭŀǎǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊΣ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ 
perhaps!  
 
From a personal point of view, I really enjoyed my visit to Kidderminster last weekend, not only to work on 
5млмоΩǎ ōƻƎƛŜ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ IƻƭŘǎǿƻǘǊǘƘ and his wife Heather who originally bought D1013 from 
British Rail back in 1977 and who has many stories to tell about the early days of railway preservation. I even 
had the privilege of joining them both for a pre-dinner drink at the hotel we both happened to be staying at!  
 
The following day, I was back out on D1062 with Secondman Sam Bradley and Inspector Bob Dunn for an 
uneventful round trip to Bridgnorth and back, where the locomotive performed just as it should, and a tribute 
to everyone who looks after her. 
 
Of course, another busy month has just passed us by but nothing much new there! Quite a bit of time was 
spent organising the OBBO Tour for 10th September, which literally sold out in minutes of tickets being 
available! Mind you, with three round trips behind D1062, a premium buffet and a cab pass for anyone not 
ŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭ ƻǊ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŘǊǳƎǎΣ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ƭƛƪŜΗΗ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ Řŀȅ to remember and sincerely 
hope that all participants will have a wonderful day out. The Obbo tour is being held to celebrate the lives of 
WLA Members who made significant donations to the WLA in recent years, namely Greg Heathcliffe, Henry 
Coates and Chris Shields.  
 
And now we have another potential date for your diary ς Friday, 9th April 2027. In conjunction with Colin 
Marsden and the DTG, we are in the process of organising a double-headed Western trip with D1015 & D1062, 
ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ /ƻƭƛƴΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ рл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ /ƭŀǎǎ рн ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ .wΗ 
FuǊǘƘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ǘƻ ŦƻƭƭƻǿΧΗ  
 
!ƴŘ ƴƻǿ ŦƻǊ ŀ ōƛǘ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ 5млмоΩǎ ƻǾŜǊƘŀǳƭΦ ¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ǊŜŎŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜƴǘ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ 
Primary Springs from D1013 for overhaul at Owen Springs Ltd in Rotherham, South Yorkshire. These have since 
been stripped down and we have received a quotation of £12.5k for their refurbishment.  My thanks to 
Graham Gant and Pete Sandham who are due to visit Owens on 1st September to discuss their overhaul and to 
make sure that the springs are with an equivalent component to the original BR springs, suitable for transiting 
the locomotive over the mainline network. My thanks also to Andy Royal of the DEPG who have had their 
springs treated for D1010 and who have shared their technical details ς if anyone thinks springs would be 
ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘΧΦΗ  
 
At the time of writing, it seems that the operating year has almost come to a close for D1062 apart from the 
OBBO trip and the Autumn Diesel Gala but certainly, the locomotive has done us proud with all that Winter 
maintenance work, paying off. The mileage will be fairly substantial along with many good revenue earning 
workings. Not bad for a locomotive still going strong over 60 years old ς peǊƘŀǇǎ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳƳƻǊǘŀƭ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭΗ   
 
See you on the Valley!  
 
Roger Smith 
Chairman 
 

 



D1013 Western Ranger Progress Update 
 
See Monthly News for updates from this month. 

 

D1048 Western Lady Progress Update 
 
See Monthly News for updates from this month. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  



News Update ς August 2026 (All pictures supplied by Working Members) 

 
Before we dive into August, a quick trip back to 21st July and an unusual shot taken by Mark Perry which I 
meant to share last week, and in memory of the much-missed steam locomotives this month who have been 
banished to their TMD due to the extreme heat and tinder dry countryside. 

 

 
 
 
Saturday 1st August 
 
On Friday 31st July and Saturday 1st August, D1062 was scheduled to have an ά!έ 9ȄŀƳination carried out 
whilst over the side pit. 
 
aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά!έ 9ȄŀƳ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ over the two days as scheduled and at the same time, the bogie shafts 
were greased by Jack, Krystian and Will. 
 
During the exam, a Brake Gauge was found to be faulty, but this was quickly replaced with a refurbished 
gauge, which was then also found to be unsatisfactory, so a second refurbished unit was fitted, and success! 
The two faulty gauges will be sent away for refurbishment. 
 
Unfortunately, the exam was not fully completed in the scheduled time, and the outstanding Full Brake Test 
was rescheduled to be carried out on Monday 3rd August, in plenty of time ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎƻƳƻǘƛǾŜΩǎ ƴŜȄǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 
service train on Tuesday 11th August. 
 
¢ƘŜ ŘƛǎŀǎǎŜƳōƭƛƴƎΣ ŎƭŜŀƴƛƴƎΣ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀǎǎŜƳōƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ 5млмоΩǎ ōƻƎƛŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ς with the reassembly of 
the brake rigging well in hand. 
 
! ά¢ƻƻƭōƻȄ ¢ŀƭƪέ ǿŀǎ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǇǳǊƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǎŜ ǿŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
journals prior to reassembly. Some of the grease ways exposed and cleaned were full of a type of grease that 
we have not used for over 30 years and so were obviously blocked. Hence it is a job well worth going and is so 
important to ensure good serviceability in the future. 
 
A future job also identified was to check the Battery Box Doors on D1013 to ensure that they open and close 
smoothly ς and to clean and oil the hinges. Also to ensure that the battery areas are clean and ready for new 
batteries to be fitted later this month. 
 



Also on Saturday 1st, work on enhanced security at Bridgnorth continued - L ŘƛŘ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻǳǘ ά/ƻƻǇέ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘ for 
all of his efforts in this respect but I ƻƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ά{ǘǳŀǊǘέ who obtained the bulk of the materials for 
the project, and the rest of the Working Member Team present at Bridgnorth who all helped, without whose 
efforts, this work would have taken much longer or maybe not even have been progressed. 
 
 

Tuesday 4th August 
 
! ǎƳŀƭƭ ǘŜŀƳ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŀōƻǾŜ ƻƴ wŀƴƎŜǊΩǎ ōŀǘǘŜǊȅ ōƻȄŜǎ ς with Paul Northcott / Dave 
Hewell seen preparing and cleaning prior to painting ς not sure which one from this angle! 
 
Following the painting, the batteries were scheduled to fitted on Wednesday 5th August.  
 
With one side of the locomotive done, the next side was scheduled for August 11th. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



Wednesday 5th August 
 
A few more pictures pre and post cleaning and painting and the batteries ready to be returned to the battery 
bay. 
 

 
 

 
 

  



Thursday 6th August 
 
It was reported that the batteries were back in situ and the battery compartment doors secured and locked. 
One side done! 
 

 
 

 
  



Saturday 8th August 
 
The focus today was back to bogie scraping by Sally and Phil H, and the batteries on the other side of D1013 
being refitted by Coop and Dave M. 
 
At the same time, Rob Andrews was present working in the cab desk refurbishment project on D1013. More 
details on this project to follow in future e-Newsletters. 
 
A second equalising beam was prepared from NDT by Graham G, and the Boiler Room Roof panel was 
removed from D1013 by Jack B and Graham G. The panel now needs cleaning, rubbing down, a new rubber 
strip needs to be sourced, imperfections addressed and then repainted. 
 
The Boiler Room also needs attention ς all paintwork to be rubbed down and repainted (red oxide, then 
primer and then topcoat ς a multi week job. 
 
As part of the cleaning and scraping, the below rubber bushed were identified as being rather perished and 
replacements will have to be sourced. 
 

 
 
A busy day all round, and one last picture of Dave H working on those battery boxes! 
 

 



Tuesday 11th August 
 
With the steam ban in full force, we were asked to cover for scheduled steam services and so have had quite a 
few additional turns this month, these turns often being recorded by visiting άǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎέ WLA Members on 
many occasions, as noted by Peter Squire below ς ά5млсн ƛƳǇŜǊǎƻƴŀǘƛƴƎ ǎǘŜŀƳ ǘƻŘŀȅΗέ 
 

 
 

 
 

  



Wednesday 12th August 
 
Our own intrepid reporter Sally was also ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ άƴƻǘŜōƻƻƪέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ DƭƻǊƛƻǳǎ мнǘƘ ς reporting that both 
D1062 and the Teddybear were held up by a fallen tree ς seen here at Hampton Loade, with Mr Jackson 
making comment ! 
 

 
 

 
 

  



Thursday 13th August 
 
D1062 was again out and about doing what she does best ς and receiving some admiration 
 

 
 

 
Friday 14th August ς our THIRD Diesel Foot Plate Experience of the year. 
 
Another well received DFE day ς a few pictures shared below, starting with D1062 being prepared at 
Kidderminster at the start of the day. 
 

 
 



 
 
And Alan Berck May in charge of the driver instruction. 
 

 
  



The lucky morning drivers enjoying themselves and then receiving their certificates. 
 

 
 

 



 
 

!ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎΧ 

A very familiar face amongst them  
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
  



{ƻƳŜ ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ aŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƎǳŜǎǘ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎΧ 
Getting in on the act! 
 

 
 

And distracting the WLA Host from his duties. 

 

 
  



Saturday 15th August 
 
And a superb line up captured at Kidderminster and memories of 1976! Thanks to Mark Simmons Jenkins and 
David Langley for these memories. 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 
!ƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ ŀǘ .ǊƛŘƎƴƻǊǘƘΧ 
 

 
 
 
 

  



Tuesday 18th August 
 
D1062 being prepared for another batch of ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ŘŀȅǎΧ 
 

 
 

 
Wednesday 19th August 
 
A certain driver caught on a well-deserved break at Bridgnorth. 
 

 
 



End of Week Update 
 
Two equalising beams were sent away for inspection this week, thanks to Mike T for facilitating the delivery & 
return. Both beams failed initial inspection however one beam has now already been repaired and has passed. 
The other requires its central pin removing. 
 
The the four corner valances have been removed from D1013, giving improved access to the nose end air 
receivers that require pipework modifications. The Air receivers were subsequently removed and can now 
receive attention. 
 
 

Monday 24th August 
 
D1062 was serviced by Mark P and Greg M, ahead of a 7-day operating stint, through to the end of the month. 
All oils were checked and engines topped up and the oil drums refilled. Coolant was topped up ς both ends 
taking about 1½ barrels ς a reflection on the amount operating that the locomotive is doing.  An overflow 
barrel is in place and also a spare (just in case). 
 
Only 200 gallons of fuel were noted and so the locomotive will be topped up on Tuesday. 
 
Suspension was greased and the fuel strainer removed and cleaned ς only minor debris was noted. 
 
Bogie painting with red oxide commenced although not all parts are ready yet for painting and require further 
cleaning ς some great pictures of progress follow . Focus was on the inside of the spring boxes which have 
some difficult to reach areas. 

 
The great work done so far is evident below, plus some of the areas still requiring attention are highlighted in 
the following pictures :- 

 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 



Wednesday 26th August 

 
Further bogie progress reported by Paul, Dave, Gareth, Greg and Jack ς focus being on cleaning up the final 
drives.  
 
Marty was also busy starting on D1013Ωs bodyside which needs quite a bit of attention! 

 

 
 

 
 



 
 
Jack is seen below in front of D1013, D1015 and 50 031 and Old Oak Common on his final day before starting 
work and college ς good luck Jack and thanks for all that you do for the WLA. 

 

 
 
 
 
  



Friday 28th August 
 
Yet another Driver Footplate Experience, our last this month, with just one more to go at the end of next 
month on 25th September with D1062 (D1015 is also out on a DFE at the start of the month on 4th September.) 
The Westerns certainly are popular and ƛǘΩǎ ŀ great day out. 
 
D1062 is seen pre-heating on the other side of the stock at the start of the day. 
 

 
 

A view of the TMD and άThe Deskέ awaiting our guest drivers. 
 

 
 
  



Happy Drivers ς in this case our first candidate ς Mr Andy Holding, and D1062 seen running around at 
Bridgnorth. 
 

 
 

 
 
  


